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v)ci*o  oWMiom  e(  Soimm  <. 
Baptiat  laedan  and  mam-l-i 
ban  «)mprtM  dM  vidM. 
aiang  vMdt  tha  SeCa  grcN^  ' 
ingdhiara^ln  laadaratapli. 
caplurad  in  Alhcan  Artwncan 
and  Hnpanic  paskxs  and 
oHican.  Tha<wioandaha» 
miniiwaidaa  producad  by 
oofnmunioaliona  anffara  at 
SBC  piaaidanl  Skava  Qainaa' 
Salavua  Cbtach  in  CofdoMi 
TH.  ia  andabia  for  vwwing 
and  donwdoed  at  Batawja. 
org.  tbcnal  through  midvJuty. 
and  at  abcannuafeTiaating.r>at. 


PHOENIX  (BP)  -  The  2017 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  Pastors'  Conlerence  in 
Phoenix,  held  June  12  prior  to 
the  start  of  the  2017  SBC  an¬ 
nual  meeting,  proved  histone 
00  many  levelB  —  including 
die  unanimous  election  of 
the  conference’s  first  African 
American  president. 

H.B.  Chailes  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Shik*  Met-  , 
ropolitan 
Church  .  in 
Jackson-  : 

vtae.Fl.,v»aa  ;  i 

unaninioua-  ,  ' 

ly  elected  ; 


FREEDOM  OF  RELIGION  —  Tha  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Fifth  Circuit  in  New  Orleans  irwalidat- 
ad  an  injunction  June  22  allowing  HB  1623  to  take  effect.  (Photo  by  Shottoratock.com/f»BX  Wholater) 

Religious  freedom  law  in  effect 

_  •  •  «•  ^  tjmi  had  prevented  tbe  oauch-debato*!  tlou^c  BtM 

HB  1523  injunction 
no  longer  valid  after 
Fifth  Circuit  ruling 

BvWi«t«nH.PMWn«  J». 

Editor  ftofHiD  Bryant,  a  RenubBcan  in  Wa  second  tenn 

Bryant  and  lawmakeas  have  sipoe  «*ii« 

A  three-judge  jpanel  of  the  U  A  Coj^  of  Ag-  jnteme  kical  and  natkHial  criticism  ** 

oeids  fordieraftaicuit  in  New  Otleansw  the  bilLwIikh  allows  rdigiousptwpte  to  decline  tr 

junie  22  invalidated  a  Jackson  fed«^  judge  s  - -  -  ^  .,^23  cm  p.  c 


Ken  Whit-  CtiAWJW 
ten,  pastor 

of  kSewOd  Cfaunh  in  Lutx,  n. 

n  want  to  be  real  clear 
•bold  one  thing,'  Whitten 
notated  out  *1  am  not  nomi- 
nnriiwH.B.  Chailea  because  of 
tite  c3or  of  his  skin.  Tm  sug- 
eestir;  hat  he  be  the  confe- 
ence  president  because  of  tlto 
(jiaracter  of  his  sotd  a^  the 

coavkhons  of  his  spirit. 


gmttaoftha  Soktaafn 
Bactat  Confasanoa  ^  As- 
eeiialtoo  taadara  (SBCAL)  i* 

opaciad  to  taoonvnwid  at 

taa  arganiiasioo's  2018  maat- 
mg  a  naw  Ma.  oodaiaialioo 
pfQGMft.  and  •(p#ctthont  of 

affautivanan  tor  deactors  c« 

miaaiona  (DOMa).  Tha  group. 

maabng  in  Phoanix  prior  to 
tea  sMst  of  tha  20T7  annual 
maabng  odhaSotSham 
Baplta  CoiwaMioa  alaciad 


MissiontDignity  buoys  retirees 


RftSTMWGatMM 

Mumiunstm 

A  total  of  IBB  raffarwiti  l»r 
t!Opeted  m  Bra  firal  Global 
Hungat  Reliaf  Run  on  lha 
“-T***.**  day  ( June  M)  <d  tha 
20#  Sootbarn  Bepita  Coo- 
vvrsirm  annual  maeting  m 
p.  ,.«ooc  Naarly  $4,000  w»-. 

toward  laading  thfi 
hungry  ai  the  Un.twi  StaM* 

and  Paoughout  toe  woAl 

C-lobal  Hungat  RalierwiHR)  •* 
a  partnership  of  stsren  SrjiJiH- 
am  Baptw  antsjav  ihnt  «'"■ 
kboraia  to  ackaas*  hungw 
(^ada  One  huisbad  uaH.:r“ 
o'  jacarwid  by  Clin 
?r.r.f  through 
ar-.,:-  k- 

a*  nvThes  n  ■ 

Hlkf.jfr'T  i.-.-'-U"-  • 


COBM  CREEK.  W.  (BP)  - 
Hobart  Baker  has  teamed 
things  during  91  yw,  ^  - 

and  more  than  a  half-':entury 
inminiatiy: 

■  Don't  cmniMain  about 
tou^  times  or  hard  work-Us- 
teoT^Tn,  and  trust  the  Ixyd. 
m  Preatii  the  Bibte  and  kwe 

■TId.  what  you're  told  when 
Ood  (or  someone  He  amds  into 

your  life)  tdb  you  to  do  tt. 

■^Mfs  all  part  of  the  call, 
Baker  exphuns.  He  teamed 
ohedieoce  early,  growing  up  aa 
a  farm  bofy  in  p«preaaion-eta 
North  Carolina. 

Hia  fcther  didnT  naue  com- 

njanrls  twice.  There  were  chorea 
to  do  every  morning  before  tte 
mite-tnd-a-half  walk  to  the 


why  read  about  missionaries? 


We  genenUy  consider  seekins 
counsel  to  be  approsdung  the 
•gray-besrds"  m  our  lives  — 
those  are  older,  who 
with  God,  who  have  made  wise  deci¬ 
sions  in  their  own  lives  —  and  askmg 
than  their  tiKxi^ts  od  a  matter. 

VeL  cDunaei  2so  comes  from  even 
older  ttints  aa  %veU.  I  love  to  read  mis'* 
akmary  Uographies  and  I  ahva^  have 
one  or  more  Koing.  Reading  mmdon- 


Guest  opinion 

with  David  Sills 


that  allows  os  to  peer  into  the 


tiona,  and  how  miniatry-stoppinK  chal 


■  counsel  tnai  BUOWB  us  lo  peer  unu  un; 

llives  of  those  »vho  went  before  us,  who 
ran  the  race  and  finished  weD,  and  to 
i  glean  wisdom  and  insights  that  we  need 


fordedsion-maldng  and  growing  in  .per¬ 
sonal  discipleship. 

Here  are  five  teaaons  why  teadinK 
missionary  biographies  is  wise  and  nelp- 
ful  to  gain  counseffrom  those  who  went 


for  fiiils,  they  «tid.  t^  have^MBH 

lawsuits  wshing  in  the  wHSPS] 

A  a  never-ending  cyde. 

idm  ^ong  the  same  line  on  we”" 
2  nationu  leva],  the  lf,S.  Supreme 
XK  Court  has  announced  that  the 
led.  justices  will  yet  agawlnke  up 

_ a  can  a  simiUr  case  on  appeal  from 

issne  of  the  state  of  Colorado,  h  seems  a 
t's  can-  cake  shop  owner  there  has  bad 
I  nor-  the  heavy  ^nd  of  governmeot 
u  die  come  down  oh  Ua  because  he 
.  v»  Mis-  d^ined  to  creste  a  weddii^ 
aakas  pniiarrt  cske  for  the  same  sex  ladding  of 
3  eBdtin  two  homosexuals, 
of  Oonacienos  The  extra-judi^  Colorado- 
fseiiaunatioa  Coaunisaioo  of  Civil  Rights 
bfiU  set  fiutb  administratively  declared  the 
vhich  ^  biU  owner  guill}  of  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  orientation  and 
tewfid  be  rec-  ordered  him  to  change  hU  poU-  • 
tsfoMoan  ciea.'jtay  (or  training  (indoctrina- 


Court  of. 


Embracina  a  call  by  bureaucratic  red  tape.  Knowing  that 

V"  I"  ■  .  '  .  .  _ .  ..  others  before  us  faced  and  overcame 

We  are  able  to  mission-  gjjujjg,.  setbacks  can  encourage  us  along 

aries  struggle  with  their  call  to  missions 
and  learn  him  their  famity  members 
came  to  accept  this  new  life  the  Lord  had 

given  them,  there  is  something  powerful  RaCOVery  from  Sill 

a^t  overhearing  another's  c^mi^  While  many  new  missionaries  are 

i  weU-versed  in  biblical  teaching  about  liv 
u  amazing  m^  we  can  r^te  to  a  ing  the  Christian  life,  reading  missionan 
brother  or  yyrfrw  a  .  biographies  allows  us  ta^^Christian 

they  walkrf  or  wrestled  wiA  ^  helical,  ity^yjth  skin  on.’ Reading  of  occasions 

We  wen  they  sinned,  lost  their  cod,  be- 

cennronnec^  to  accepting  a  caU^e  frustrated  with  or  separated  from 

*fK**  missionaries  or  nationals,  but  then 

to  the  grace  side  of  it  all 

radical  ahJmdon  to  the  newly  diacenied  8>ves  us  nope. 
wiBofGod.  .  . 

Missions  education 

Missionaries  in  the  past  faced  many  of 
the  same  cuhural,  missiological,  meth- 
odologk^  and  rdational  challenges 
every  missionary  will  face.  Readi^  the 
stones  of  their  lives  provides  a  mission- 
education  that  la  more  than  mere  spern 
lation.  It  is  the  actual  story  of  receiving 
and  giving  grace  over  and  over  again, 
finding  tl^  keys  to  reaching  and  teaching 
Tlw  hard  timns  oDtures,  and  planting  churches  in 

We  are  encouraged  when  we  read  of  gospel  hostile  pla<^. - - - 

tbefr  disappointments,  setbacks,  frustra-  m«  sills  on  p  h 


Getting  started 

We  find  Christian  companionship  as 
we  walk  with  others  through  tbefr  search 
to  find  a  sending  agency  bm  answer 
objections  from  tb^  direst  retetioiu 
regardii^  tbefr  'crazy*  decision  to  leave 
for  missionary  service  in  foreign  lands. 


a«d  fbrinm'  dean  at  raapman 
Ciiivetsity's  Powiar  School  of 
Law  in  Orange  Ca,,  helievcs 
the  cake  shop  has  a  strsn^  free 
sjwch  case  He  told  FoxHeivs. 

;n  a  June  37  interview  that 
■aggfooss.  That's  the  owner's  work  is  ‘expressive 
fi,  gn  tngWatnri  •  induct*  errvert-d  bv  the  U.S 
tnlaiiTjif  stiUr'i  C'linstriuilon  s  First  AmcndaeM. 
fMMtg  'Whetbrr  it's  n  photo^ufiier,  ot 

thamaslvss  in  the  a  cake  maker,  cir  a  f -shirt  iunigfr- 
Ifwlylsi  os  iCi^  ex,"  ha  (xld  FusNimaxsin,  ^hier^pe 
.  engiigrd  in  exptaiadve  activ^. 

’Hie  dro;i  <4  Umeanuvof 
I  SrMotpeoinptly  Cai.tnrciia’sirv'lQeSctaooiof^Law 
Ipes  iai«,  sikI  dis.tgresn.  bt  the  same  Fnx.Vir-'s. 

B^reBBptiy  filed  Oir,  irtiric,  ■rwinChemeTiii'.'-v 
Wff'B^aKHstrict  argiii  J  il.-at  the  eapn’v'i"  i- 


SiB  W  Msuoriiy  and 

•nfbiMb. 

BwpaHbetiy 

moateasr  stve- 
hlwa'fltnpunitte 


BSptistRecord 


\  numy  ci  L 

■  •'»  Ha,: 

late!  ifnjiiv  iUjUfflBirryr'TsrTt-*- 

thcirtx^ 

M!  'ri  ‘L,5  t«t  mdlcdtivc  I'f  *h' 

f  1  u. :  1  ^rf»  »3  kiij  time 
f  sesf  buri- 

“‘id  ynuv  pr»yi'T  [itiy  active 
ib-i  Ciiri'itiaD  friends 

’’rr  novbhvrt*  pm:  ihe  end. 
f'  i-s 

B  b'tfii’a  v'f 

.A;;  »iS’4»s.  !  srr  Ji\  v,  . 


rd:itVii)9afr30OO 
F«k-.i^1i2BZ-333D  . 

t-wltr  b^isvmjonfC 


n^-GouI 


t>fwy9tion  0am. 


Jiote  29,  2017  Tmk  Baptott  Riiijri' 


SAUDI  ARABIA 


OMAN 


YEMEN 


Oeportations  of  Christians  troublino 

WASHI^TON  (BP  and  local  r>nart«i  manaK - - 


evangelicals 


WASHINGTON  IBP  and  ««  „pomi 
®CRi|iiera  Baptists  are  joiniiw  other 
®''*Dg6lical  leatKfsio  uiuratAe  ad- 

SSfto  **“  deportation  of  Chris- 

P««deBt  of  South- 
^  Bapt^-  EthKs  ft  Rehgious  Liberty 

»«  othCT  leaders  asked  John  KeDy,  sec- 

E^“if'.'SS5Sf,SSS 

f*P®rt8  have  indicated  the  fed- 
goyemment  has  desi^iated  as  genocide 


sa^ofArneric^andforwhomdepor- 
^lon  would  be  likely  to  result  in  persecu¬ 
tion,  torture,  or  deam.’  persecu 
111*05.  deported  some  Iraqis  to  their 

"  **eduled 

i™>dgratioo  and 
EiArceinent  OCE)  service  ar¬ 
rested  atxnit  40  Chaldean  (liri«n«.y 
Jiw  11  m  the  Detroit  metro  area,  the 
Fto  Press  reported.  Chaldean 
they  be  tarigets  of  Is- 
laiM  extranists  if  darted  to  Iraq. 


State  (also  Iwwn  as’ ISliS) 

Catholic  Church  was 
on<P^  composed  of  Assyrians  who 
^  tlw  Assyrian  Church  of  the 
East  tn  the  Schism  of  1552  and  entered 
theRoman Catth 

S«tS.“r^kP*  direct 

relation  to  the  anaent  country  of  Chal- 

Sfwted  in  the  southeastern 

"We  i^ntly  and  with  grave 

wS*^*^*  ***  removed 

^m  the  Un^  States  to  face  poten- 

***  leaders,  who 
represent  the  eight  organizations  that 


Evangelical  Immigration 

While  t^  letter  signers  said  they  are 
^•“jureged  by  the  Trump  administra- 
no^OTphasis  on  protecting  the  rights 
ofrdi^  nunorities  gioba%-,  theTre- 
S?«^^.»<hninMtra^  ‘exercise  the 
“Sci^n  available  under  law  to  defer 
the  deportation  of  Chaldeans  who  pose 


Phoenix/ Harvest  America 


GO  FORTH  -  Brandon  Kiesling.  instructor  of  evangelism  at  Southwestern  Semr 
nary  in  Ft  Worth,  gives  last-minute  instructions  to  75  Southwestern  students  gath 
ered  for  Crossover  Phoenix  at  Arizona  Christian  Unive 
disperse  in  teams  to  share  the  Gospel  (BP  photo) 

w  sisited  over  i.ooo  homes,"  tie  said.  Page  said. 

"We  had  well  over  200  Gospel  conversa- 
tioas  ami  were  out  for  alxjut  ttucc  to  four 
hours.  Wc  had  a  great  time." 

E^rank  S.  Page,  piast  president  of  the 
SIX'  who  now  serves  as  president  ami 
CPX)  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committ«‘ 
in  Nashville,  also  participated  .lime  10 
in  door-to-door  es'angeli.sm  with  First 
-Southern  Bapti.sf  Church  at  Sahiiaro 
Ramh  Park  and  Southwestern  .students. 

On  June  11.  he  preached  two  sermons 
at  Mountain  Ridge  tTiurch  s  Arrtrwhead 
campus  in  Glend^. 

"I  was  flighted  to  go  with  a  group  of  the  hole  insii 
students  from  Southwrestem  .Seminary,  one  is  t '  ‘ 

my  alma  mater,  in  sharing  the  Gospel,"  .  have  the  anstver! 


anyone 
il  great 

i.H»spel  (*onvt*rsatii>iis.  I  hav*'  participat 
ed  in  Crossover  for  many  wars  ami  love 
the  nrivniege." 

Im-  weekend's  esvnt.s  came  to  a  ere 
seendo  Sunday  niglil  as  approximately 
;|8:(h>o  imthetetl  to  hear  the  good  news 
of  Jesus  live  at  the  I'nisersitv  of  PhiM'nix 
StiKfium  in  Glendale  Another  :|.(Mio  Ixxst 
sites  k’ined  onliiw 

"Tile  goal  of  Harvest  America  ,s  to 
impart  a  nation,"  l.iisko  said.  "Every 
one  wants  hope  and  is  longing  to  have 
them  filled  up.  E;very- 
cliitching  for  meaning,  and  we 


;hed  at  First  Church 
lay.  "Whh  our  group. 
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le^biK  pcM^’s  &ce&*  Tb  led;  tbe  Cmx 
of  Goom  to  M  wSiuK  to  be  ao  attuoed  to 
Him.  to  lee  Him,  to  uodentand  what  He 
wants,  that  «c  amply  do  what  He  adcs. 
It's  not  just  to  look  at  Him,  but  k’s  abo  to 
focuB  00  Him  and  not  on  us.  It  ia  to  see 
and  say  we  want  God's  wjD  to  be  done. 
Ihat  is  sedans  His  fB«.  Too  many  time- 
petsooaUy,  ^  too  often  in  our  dmtcbes, 
we  want  our  win  to  be  done  and  our 
of  doinc  things.  The  priority  is  to  let  Gou 
have  H»  way  in  us. 

There  is  a  diuttfa  in  South  Carolina 
'Jesus  Qdy  Chiodi.’  Some  years 
ago.  Hurricane  Huw  blew  oft  a  few  of  the 
letters  on  the  cfaurdi's  sign  to  reed, 'Us 
Oidy  Church.’ Sadh,  that  oouid  define  our 
lives  ai>d  our  cburmes.  We  must  make  a 
prionty  of  lool^  to  Him. 

Fotnth,  we  mud  individualize.  God 
STO  fee  us— for  mt  for  you  —  to  turn, 
what  bit  in  your  fife  thd  needs  to  be 
turned  so  thtt  God  can  bless  and  use  you? 
It  becomes  very  taxfividual  fix' each  one  of 
us.  You  aid  I  must  decide  if  we  are  willing 
to  tunk  ft  we  don't,  we  for  sure  become 
a  vtiimhline  block  to  others.  Yeats  ago, 
a  blind  man  living  on  the  streets  would 


iladii  iiaTft  iiiiny  nf  Crd  TTp-iT  ' - ^ 

- 1  warned  to  pam  akmg  some  thoudtb 

about  this  great  land  fipom  wfaeoK  we 

Tb» die  phrase,  "God Me*  A^Sa,' is 
to  cdl  fotdi  tootajbts  of  the  gted  song  of 
the  same  name,  nit  more  than  Just  a  tune 
it  is  an  attitude  toward  the  God  that  we  are 
asking  Him  to  Me*  ua.  Cfeaify,  throu^ 
the*  centuries  of  national  bfe  God  h* 
Mea^  America.  From  our  birth  in  1776 
when  56  men  signed  a  short  dooiment 
dedarii^  that  we  wnuld  be  independent 
and  free,  through  the  e^  years  of  war 
dot  followed  and  the  blood  that  w*  shed 
to  putchaw  our  freedom  —  induding 
as,ooon]enwhodSedinaecuringaurm- 
depmdence  -  God  h«  Messed  America. 


God  Bless  America 


Vacation  Bible  School 


GRIFFITH  MEMORIAL  CHURCH,  JACKSON,  osMirstacl  VBS  June  6-9  There  were  230 
participanis. 

PINE  FOREST  CHURCH, 
COLUERVILLE.  hosted 
VBS  June  6  -  9.  8  -  11  46 
e.m.  deity.  Ounng  commence¬ 
ment  June  9.  menm  pescor 
VlAyne  Edwerds  end  VBS 
oo-dwectors  Keeiy  Fotkwv* 
end  Merie  Rotierts  preeemed 
Baptisl'Childiren's  ViNege 
eaecunve  director  Seen  MUrter 
with  a  check  for  S2360  30  * 
wefl  as  more  then  100  paper 
product  donationt 


»  camar  unuren,  mua 
Springs:  July  10  -  14, 6  - 
8:30  p.m. 


Ba-B-L  ±OCii^  H  ii;  B 


RLV  EM  E  TU  RLV  DOBDROB  R  DNRSB 


MUO  KUH,  E  QENN  SUYB  RTREL,  RLV 


OBSBEFB  KUH  HLPU  YKXBNM;  PCRP 


QCBOB  E  RY.  PCBOB  K3  YRK  GB  RNXU. 


AUCL  MUHOPBBL:  PCOBB 


Clue: 

Havt fun  with  dyptogmphy  and  extras*  j/our  BMt 
knovdedge.  A  King  James  Version  BMe  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
througieoui  the  puufe.  So/ve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  usnk's  pudde:  Mark  to:tS 
•y  Ctoriat  Mwx.  ItJl-lOtH.e  MOS 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


Upcoming  VBS  Dates: 

V  Cantar  church.  Blue 


b  EbeMaar  Church,  LaahiB- 
tesi:  Aevival  and  booM!c«inHi& 
•?S*Y  9  -  rr.  Sun.,  ii  uc.  axrt 
dSm*  MB  wcediip  nist^y 
wilh:«lBnaa4  6  P.m-  end  wre^ 
iftype  Hudsdo. 


Wa:  Keviva!,  July  9  -  Ut;  Sun., 
It  ajn..  &)Bc>w«d  fry  dinner  on 
^  grounds;  Mon.  -  WedL,  7 
PJB.;  Jam*  Msmbt,  speaker. 
IViks  end  Unda  Sanies,  wor- 
lUp  Msta;  Wade  BatMi. 

to  Erton  Church,  StlhMir; 

R  '-'vai.  JiiK  9-12;  Sun., 
•  I-  anr--  ihd7pJn.ii(ghtiv. 


andt»- 


ihd7pJn.i 
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MS  POSITIONS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


case,  high  court  rules  for  church 


le  ofHjiion  “affiniis  the  common- 
a  sense  principle  that  govern¬ 
ment  isn't  being  neutrd  when 
rt  treats  rehgioijs  organizations 
worse  than  everyone  else." 

,  The  Southern  Baptist  Eth¬ 
ics  and  Religious  Liberty  Com- 
n^ipn  in  Nashville  filed 
fnend-of-the-court  brief  with 
the  lugh  court  ir  “77  :  : 
Trinity  Lutheran. 

ly-  The  church-state  case  in- 
TOhed  the  State  of  Missouri’s 
Sotd  Tire  Grant  Program, 
wh^  provides  grants  to  non- 
a  profat  organizations  for  safer, 
“  “  ™bberized  surfaces  for  chil- 
'  ,  dren's  playgrounds.  The  state 

ous  rejected  the  application  of  Trin- 

^  Lutheran  Church  Leaminv 


Amenainent  s  ban  on  govern- 
ment  establishment  of  religion, 
•mown  as  the  establishment 
^usc.  not  bar  the  state 
trom  uicluding  Trinity  Luther¬ 
an  in  the  program.  Yet,  Mis- 
soun  s  rule  violates  the  same 
a  amendment’s  free  exercise 
•  ,  “auw  based  on  the  court’s  nre- 

m  support  of  vious  rulings,  he  said. 

’The  expr^  discrimination 
against  religious  exercise  here 
IS  iwt  the  denial  of  a  grant,  but 
rather  the  refusal  to  allow  the 
~  solely  because  it  is  a 
church  —  to  compete  with  secu- 
lar  organizations  for  a  grant  ** 
Ro^rts  HTote.  ’ 

“In  this  cai^,  there  is  no  dis- 
pute  tiwt  Tnnit>'  Lutheran  is 
put  to  the  choice  between  being 
a  church  and  receiving  a  gov- 
ernmrat  Iwnefit,"  he  said.  '%e 
rule  is  simple:  No  churches 
need  apply." 


of  Missoun  violated  a  church’s 
nght  to  exercise  its  faith  fteely 
by  bamng  it  from  participat- 
ing  m  a  government-run,  pi 
puund-rwurfacing  program. 
In  Its  opinion,  the  court  said 
wcluduig  Trinity  Lutheran 
^bi^h  of  Ccdumnia  "from 


of  the  bill  and  other  aspects  of 
Its  passage. 

The  Fifth  Circuit’s  three- 
ju^dge  panel  ruled  on  June  22 
of  this  year,  “Under  this  current 
record,  the  plaintiffs  have  not 
shown  an  injury-in-fact  cau.scd 
-  - - ;j  empow¬ 

er  the  distnct  court  or  this  court 
•o  nue  on  its  constitutionality.’ 

The  judges  di.smi.s.sed  the 
low'suit,  thereby  dissolving  the 
preliminary  injunction. 

Kenny  Dighy,  executive  di- 


HB 1S23  Sponsors 


SyS  (Wnw  id:  <74  CN„,  aw*’ 
SSf!^.“!.l“CBTilORE8U«C$  say  t*  tM  Id  ran 


be  a  part  of  business  deals  and  of  tl 
government  transactirms  involv- 
{jgtW  who  pr^  U5BT  a*,  mjuo-.n-rac 

urestyd^  rf  th^  smcerely  be-  by  HB  1523  that  would 

heve  theu  religious  beliefs  pre-  ’ 

vent  tlKm  from  doing  so. 

i^mples  ftom  other  parts 
of  the  country  include  provid- 
W  flowers  and  decorations 
for  siwe  sex  weddings  and  the 
^uung  of  government  mar¬ 
riage  licenses  for  such  events. 

Section  2  of  HB  1523  estab- 
bshes,  "T^  sincriely  held  reli- 

giotis  beliefii  or  moral  txMivic-  _ _ _ _  „ 

tuMW  pn^ected  by  this  act  are  ruled  in  fiivor  of  the  Sw 
the  belief  or  conviction  that:  (a)  "There  are  many  thi 
Marriage  is  or  .should  be  recog-  must  tolerate  in  a  fiw  .sod 
nized  as  the  union  of  one  man  we  shcMild  liot  be  fort^ 
and  one  woman;  (b)  Sexual  re-  ilonc  anvthinv  th;ii  viola 


Rep.  Philip  Gunn 

(House  Speaker) 
Oist  56,  Chnton 


Rep.  Tracy  Arnold 
Disl  3,  Booneviile 


GET  TW  BEST  RATE*  ON  UmR 
P>W>»»s<lnsw  ni«W*fiwsit»siim(>ail  Iniurinct  snd  Mgdrare  Supparaenn  Ca 
^'^•eorm.wswTDrmrn.^ 

UPHOLSTERY.  FREE  ES 

SChSm  A  iS  ABATES  OsvsUpPolslery  Owfnan  Mns 

KHBMg.  A  MINISTER  Of  MUSK  AND  phore  SOI-TTSaSI? 

MBSIOMS,  CsnMsM  must  t»  skAod  «i  — — - - 

lesdrg  worarap  Sal  s  bo«i  SaologKaly 
souKi  arm  dora  atl.  wnsSar  tradSiofal  or 
coSaniporsiy  Choral  aadkig  operance 
some  rasuianw  sU  preNmc 
For  man  nfotnallon.  or  la  subml  a  resume 
teal  Irae  to  unaH  us  st  muscmirMslry  ie 

arch^Wtoashtohsplwl  001 _ 

FOR  SALE  -  2*i#-  ir(7  *  12)  ENaOSED 
PUU6EHIND  HMI14IARK  TRACER  . 

MSS*.  CDSSM-SSMIOS-Caiawlei  MS 
MEBELBERO  STAINED  GLASS,  ME- 
RIDAN.  DESIGN.  FABRICATION  RtPA  R 
Fa«lsitc:v^.,-.iJfll,sss  com  or  can  «»  s<  1 
4*3- 79M  or  cel  M1.SIS  i390 
CHURCH  IS-PASSENGER  BUS  FOR 
SALf :  200*  EidondP  Aerowch  (Font  E  JSO 
XIT).  IMeaps  56,485  Bids  arciplso  Sunugh 
Jura  30  eras  dtsabchurcni3^miM  com 
or. US  Ms*  to  OeSiMo  B«*sl  Church  62 
Jaipsr  Sketl.  ShuPuhi  US  33360  or  car 

601  7TS60S0  tor  man  ntomanoo  DeSoto  _  - _ 

Bapasl  Church  raterves  the  nghi  n  rated  STAINED  GLASSWORKS  mC..  servfw  US 
anyeidaltadt  S AL sacs  13B2  CaS 60^605-2370 

HOWER  STAWEO  GUSS.  ciSom  WWW  SEBRERHOMEIMPROVEMENT 
atodoua.  rastorsSon  and  rapara.  tahtt  ami  COM  Chnuar  owned  Deo  &  RSa  SePren 
nnilaled  gtoss.  cueiom  aluminum  and  wood  601  992.20<I2  A-i  nome  immwment;, 
kmas  Cai  lor  raMrances  Statewide  .SOI-  siilmg  energ>  »(6r.«'i;  widows  real  i 
502*0202  shmglB  roots  soieen  S  sumooms  oeho  aw 


Rep.  Andy  Gipson 

Dial  77.  Braxton 


f-  g -  ..V  W  a't^AS  .raUJU. 

such  a  marriage;  and  (c)  Male  pn>t«ts  private  hiisiness  mvneis, 
(man)  or  female  (woman)  refer  relighKi-  entities,  aixi  oven  public 
loan  individual’s  imnuitahle  hi-  .si-A'.uits,  anri  allows  them  to  s-tav 


Rep.  Williem  Shirley 

Dist  84.  Quitman 


FSJST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  MILAN.  TN 
IS  PRArERfUUY  SEEKING  A  FUU-TIME 
CHIOREN’S  OMECTOR  We  .ire  SxWxig 
f-.w  someone  wTc  has  a  passic  desee  ic 

see chikken saved  ■■.vpen; 

them  ginw  in  the  Spire  .She*  --'.-.r-n.'v: 
Hi  eW  r  prayer  pw  --:  enwi 
ChiidfensCire-.lixSeec  -’camtT-y.r  rpr 


■ . . ..'IV 

(mnsieu-iil  with  t)n*ir  dinsr'iciin 
ami  biblical  oorlilvirw.' 

.■\nil'  Gip-nn.  (i.wti.i  ;,t  i,,.* 
Spring-  I'fiiinh  I’.i.iMm.  n 
atliii  n.'-,  .mil  .ini.  .  ,<  ;|i,.  ,  ,,, 

-or-  it  111!  i-,c  {  1,  ::  .  ,p  „  .*, 

.1-  si.iit’  rcpri -t  lii.iii..  ,  ; 

w.i*.  ITU iiuragr  .'  T  ri .  -  :* 

Kitth  '  -.  tilt  r*  i.'.t ;  ,0  : 

■.'rp-ini:  l.i-t  ,ti  :*i  *  ■ 

.Ig.iiii--  Hi*::--  l!i:i  .  .  :  \-  ij 
I'olirt  niili-ii  111!  iiil!  p;  ,  :,ii- 
.vt.iti*  !iiw  priiti-i  iiiiii-  i  11*.  • 
goveinnient  cioi.iiioii  -i  \|i 
sissippians'  freedom  .-t  rrligmn 
and  exercisr*  therr.vif. 

T'luicr  this  bill,  Missivsij,, 
pastors,  churchi's.  nonprnbls 
anti  people  nl  f.iilh  t.'mnnl  In- 
forced  bv  the  giwernment  In 
pnwide  wixlding  relatrid  scr 
iccs  violating  tbeir  simere  n- 
ilgious  .  ■.nviclinns  ’ 

nif  laws  npiKintiil-.  b.r.i' 
vowixi  to  .ippe.il  the  Fifth  '  ir 
'■nit’s  ilismis,sal  .ind  n  u.  vn 
torward  with  oth'-r  legal  ai  tu  i. 
if  the  current  law -ml  l.iils  I  n 
■  ler  court  nili-s,  'hev  have  two 
we*.'ks  to  tile  an  .ippeal  ot  the 
three-judge  pane  .u-  ision 


ological  sex  as  objectively  deter- 
minetl  hy  unatoinv  and  genetits, 
at  time  of  hirlh." 

Fro  I.GlVr  groups  fmieht  the 
bill  a-  ii  movisl  ihrmigh  the  tw.. 
chambers  ol  the  Ix'gisl.itnre, 
and  orgtsi  Hrvant  to  ■.e;o  the 
ineasiire  Upon  llnantV  signa 
ttirc  appiovii.g  the  hill,  a  Taw- 
snit  was  liitsi  to  have  the  law 
nivahdalr  1  as  discrimmatorv, 

I  ..S.  Di.-tnit  Judge  (  arlton 
Reeves  ol  Jaclcson,  an  appointee 
ot  IVmtKral  firmer  I'.S.  I’resi- 
tleiil  Karack  Obama,  .igreed 
with  detractors  timt  the  bin  nn- 
ei  institutionally  favon-d  one  re¬ 
ligions  viewpoint  and  granted  a 
lireliminarv  injunction  on  .tune 
■JO,  2i)ih,  to  prevent  the  Uiw 
tnim  going  into  effisi. 

when  .Mississipiii  Attorney 
iieneral  'im  llorui,  a  IVmo- 
i  ral,  refn.srd  to  file  an  appeal 
with  the  Fifth  t'ircuit,  Hrvant 
found  otilside  atlornevs  with 
the  .Mlianee  Uefending  Free 
doni  (.ADF)  organizat  in  in 
Scottsdale.  A/  ,  to  move  his 
ap)>eal  forward.  ADF  had  ear¬ 
lier  assisted  with  the  writing 


Rep  Randy  Boyd 


Rep  Dan  Eubank* 


Fifth  Circuit  Panel 


Judge  Jerry  E  Smith 

^Texasv 
appt  bv  H 


Judge  Catharine  Haynes 

t  len.is) 

-spl'l  hy  G  W  Hi/sf' 


Judge  Jennifer  W  Elrod 

(Tax, 15) 

»ppt  by  G  W  Bush 


''d«T;*rr  ^OM87<) 
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CALL 


Just  for  the  Record 


ETHEL  CHURCH,  ETHEL,  recognizes  its  high  school  graduates 
From  left.  Loren  5«oed,  Shelbv  Moore.  Awery  BouchiHon.  Kamne 
Upchurch.  Austin  Odom,  ttovin  Moore.  Haitoy  Spraybeoy.  and  paste 
Ralph  Hunt  Not  pictured  ere  Ethan  Buriar  and  Tanner  Steen 


In  other  Church  News: 

»■  T1>e  Hourton  Road  Btqrs  wiQ  be  in  conceit  at  Corinth 
Churth.  Hetdefcaro,  July  >5, 6  njn.  Love  offering. 


►  Big  Laval  CtHireh,  WIggina,  is  boating  a  reception  boDonng 
rid  Penv  OD  the  occasion  <x  bia  retiraneot  from  SO+ yean  as  a 


David  Ferry  on  the  occasion 
pastor  July  15, 2  pjn. 


CEDAR  GROVE  CHURCH.  LEAKKVXLE, 
caMxatad  a  combinad  total  of  90  yaacs  <ri  minta- 
try  Juns  18.  Rita  WMlay  has  sanad  aa  pianiat  for 
SO  yaars  and  Hilda  Smith  has  sarvad  as  organisi 
for  40  yaars. 


SEMMARY  CHURCH.  SEMMARY.  Ncanaad 
thrsa  atudanu.to  tha  gomef  mMatry  May  28. 
Austin  Auhman.  Mitch  CouHer,  aixl  Cody  Fam 
chM  will  ba  attanding  YAtkam  Carri'y  Univeraity 
in  tha  faN.  Shown  are  Atsociata  Pealor.  Studairts/ 
Disciplaship  Colby  Lambart.  Auftman.  CouHar. 
Fairchild,  and  pastor  Tan  Hubbard. 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  VtCKSBURQ.  recognm 
as  preaohootsn  Bryoelon  Hattiaon.  Faitti  \Mkanon. 
and  Korbin  foalar  going  Mo  fM  grada.  and  Mia- 
aion  Friand  Kanyo  Bda  tor  al  har  badgas  aamsd. 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  MERIDIAN,  ordained 
lour  men  ea  da  aeons  Juna  11.  Shown  are  Chad 
Johnson.  IMIy  Rogara.  Lawrence  Huraer.  and 
Tanv  Moore.  Tom  Deloher.  paetor. 


UFV/ ORLEANS 


The  youth  of  CENTER  CHURCH,  BLUE 
BRRMOS,  ettendad  Summer  MiaaionFUOE 
camp  in  Barborville.  Ky.  June  12  -  16.  ShOMi 
the  participants. 


EPHEBUS  CHURCH,  EOREST,  hsM  bacca- 
lauraata  satvicsa  May  21.  Shown  are  paator  Chna 
Hanlaoa  grsduau  WIsan  Bal.  aryd  Tanya  Harriaon 


Jime  29, 2017  .The  BArnsr  Recori> 


The  RA's 
at  FIRST 
CHURCH. 
FLORA,  haM 
their  annual 
darby  race  for 
missions  on  May 
24.  Tha  boys 
raiaad  $500  for 
supplies  totska 
on  a  summer 
iiataion  tnp. 


w 


Staff  Changes 


A  WAOE  CHURCH, 
MOSS  POINT,  has  catled 
Brandan  Rogers  as  pastor  He 
is  shown  with  his  wife  Hanna 
and  children  Jacob.  Justin. 
Laurie  Kate,  and  Taylor  They 
come  from  Pouftney,  Vt 
4  WEST  MARKS 
CHURCH,  MARKS,  called 
KandaH  J.  White  as  pastor 
May  7. 


HONORING  SPURGEON  -  Midwestern  Seimr^  remodeled  its  fortnei  chapel  into  the  Spurgeon 
Library,  to  consolidate  and  shoiecase  the  coltectiori  appropnately  The  library,  which  features  Spurgeon  s 
pulpit  at  the  entrance,  was  dedicated  m  October  2015.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Midwestern  Seminary) 


Website  opens  Spurgeon’s 
life  to  study  around  world 


lird  cO»€5  SCOrS 


rrey  of  :cp  -g  ana 


vi.’g  more  *_  ty 


Pion  to  attend  The  Chaptoirti  for  Child'en  Training 
to  leom  How  lo  become  part  ot  the  solution 
iViississippr  s  child'en  are  counting  on  you 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  A  website  ex¬ 
pected  to  hold  the  largest  digi¬ 
tized  collection  on  the  Internet 
of  wiitingiB  by  famed  British 
pastor  cttarles  H.  Spurgeon  it 
now  av«0rb)e. 

Hid"  ••  tern  Semlliary  fat 
Kansat:  CiQr.  Mo.,  in 'partner¬ 
ship  with  UfeWay  (%ristian 
Resources'  B&H  Academic  di- 
Nashville,  launched 


visioD  m 
the  website  on  June  2i  at  spur- 
geon-or^spurgeon-center. 

Also  known  as  The  Spur- 

feon  Archive,  Midwestern 
eminary's  original  Spur- 
geon  Center  website  has  been 
combined  with  ^urgeon.org 
which  was  founded  and  do¬ 
nated  by  Phil  Johnson,  the  SPURGEON 
executive  director  of  tJrace 
to  You  in  Panorama  City,  Ca., 
the  ministry  of  pastor  and 
evangelist  John  MacArthur. 

The  Spurgeon  site  will  con¬ 
sist  of  accessible  sermons, 
writings,  links,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  ^urgeon-related 
documents.  The  site  invites 
readers  to  check  back  weekly 
for  additional  .sermons  and 
other  resources. 

"We  view  this  website  as  a 
resource  available  to  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  that  makes  visible 
the  life,  legacy,  and  library  of 
Charliw  Spurgeon,"  Midwest¬ 
ern  President  Jason  Allen  said. 

"Dtir  ulttihate  goal  Ls  to  make 
Spurgetin's  works  accessible 
to  the  world  in  a  way  that  has 
never  been  done  before.  This 
site  does  just  that  ." 

In  addition  to  facsimiles 
of  scmion-s  that  visitors  can 
se.irch  through,  the  site  will 
also  feature  a  reguiarly  -sched¬ 
uled  blog  by  Spurgeon  Ubmrv 


cerator  Christian  George. 
There  are  also  links  highlight¬ 
ing  Spurgeon  s  ITaily  Medita¬ 
tions,  where  guests  can  access 
his  morning  and  evening  read- 
in(cs  for  eaA  day  of  the  year  as 
wwl  as  Spurgeon's  commen¬ 
tary  on  Psalms  entitled.  The 
Treasury  of  llavid;  The  Sword 
and  Trowel  maga/.me;  and  arti¬ 
facts  from  the  library. 

The  heartbeat  of  this  web¬ 
site  is  to  make  .lesiis  Christ 
shine  through  Spurgeon," 
CtWrge  said.  "We  are  upload¬ 
ing  a  treasure  chest  of  ser¬ 
mons,  coinmenlaries.  Puritan 
wntings.  and  preaching  helps 
design^  to  encourage  pastors 
and  etlib,  the  church 

"My  prayer  is  that  G<xl  will 
use  the  same  books  that  shapi-d 
Spurgeon  lo  shape  new  genera- 
lion-s  of  Christians  throughout 
the  world." 

George,  who  is  m  rhe  pro 
cess  of  publishing  the  ra  vol 


ume  Lost  Sermons  of  C.H. 
Spurgeon  series,  noted  there 
are  plans  to  add  a  discussion/ 
interactive  element  to  the  site, 
-which  he  hopes  will  bring 
scholars  together. 

"Spurgeon  scholarsliip  is  a 
growing  field,"  Ooarg*  seid. 
TTiere  s  so  much  we  are  still 
leamiitg.  Our  desire  is  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  hub  for  pastors,  doctoral 
students,  Spurgeon  enthusi¬ 
asts,  and  anyone  interested  in 
contributing  to  the  field.  Col¬ 
laboration  will  be  key'  to  con¬ 
structing  a  three-dimensional 
portrait  of  the  pastor." 

Midwestern  Seminary  pur¬ 
chased  C.H.  Spurgeon’s  per¬ 
sona)  library  from  William 
Jewel  College  in  2006.  The 
collection  consists  of  more 
than  6,000  book.s  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  artifacts,  letters,  and 
assorted  materials. 

In  2014,  Midwestern  Semi¬ 
nary  established  the  Charie;^ 
•Spurgeon  Center  for  Biblical 
Preaching,  which  includes  the 
Spurgeon  Scholars  initiative 
that  offers  a  limited  number 
of  scholarships  to  exceptional, 
full-time  residential  stiii'  nts 
called  to.pa.storal  ministry 

.Additionally,  each  fall  se- 
moster  the  Center  hosts  The 
.Spurgisiii  lectures  Notable 
evangelical  leaders  such  as 
John  MacArthur,  K.  .Albert 
Mohler  .Ir.,  Mark  IVver.  and 
Alistair  Begg  have  delivered 
the  lectures. 

A  $2.,';  million  gift  from  Bill 
and  Connie  .Icnkms  of  P.ioli. 
In  I  cnableil  Midwestern  lo  re¬ 
model  Its  former  chapel  inlo 
the  Spurgeon  1  ibr,iry  Ihe  li 
brarN  was  dislicati-d  in  t)i'to 
bi-r  i’Oi.A 
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cont.  from  0.1 

scho«lbii(.  MUkine  Hadde  the 
cow,  for  iostance. 

'Site  gave  about  a  laflon,* 
Baker  recalls  with  a  tvnnkle  in 
bis  tyt.  *WdL  she  didn’t  give  it 
Yon  nad  to  take  it* 

Those  clxHes  developed  dis¬ 
cipline  and  muscles  in  Baker, 
the  seventh  of  14  children. 
He  grew  strong  carrying  his 
hanfeapyed  mer  to  s<&>ol. 
She  weighed  about  the  same  as 
the  field  pack  he  later  carried 
during  two  years  in  the  U3. 
Army,  be  rec^. 

Small  and  wiiy,  -*1  had  the 
fiistest  foet  in  the  county,*  he 
adds.  In  school  races,  he  would 
leave  other  runners  half  a  block 
b^ind.  The  quickest  girl  in 
the  county,  he  discovered,  was 
named  Ruth.  She  would  later 
become  Baker’s  beloved  wife  of 
64  years  and  the  mother  of  their 
thriw  childnm. 

Farming  didn’t  work  out  for 
Baker  as  a  young  fiunily  man, 
so  he  tried  his  band  at  ship¬ 
yard  work  in  Ne>«yort  News, 
Va.  Then  he  hired  on  at  the 
Amoco  Oil  refinery  in  nearby 
York  Courtty. 

*Refinety  work.*  be  says, 
'was  tougn,  interesting  and 
dangerous.*  ’The  dangerous 
part  didn’t  much  appeal  to  him 
as  a  husband  and  lather,  but 
he  oersevered  and  advanced 
on  the  job. 

*Misr  bilh*  was  always  wait¬ 
ing  at '  tmm  with  a  smue  even 
when  as  cnne  in  after  mid¬ 
night.  dirty  and  exhausted  from 
aixjtoer  long  shift. 

*I  bed  as  much  support  as 
I  needed  ftom  day  one,*  he 
remembers.  *My  darling  al¬ 
ways  sent  me  away  with  a  hug 
and  a  Idas.  I  never  left  home 
without  it.* 

Baker's  soiritual  turning 
TOint  came  the  day  a  serious 
fire  broke  out  at  the  refinery. 
He  Mped  quench  it  arid  gave 
the  lives  of  a  number  of  men  on 


'It's  a  ministry  that  is 
often  igrxxed.  The  help 
is  rrxxe  than  a  doHar.  It’s 
knowing  that  somebody 
ceres.' 

Robwt  Baker 
ratirad  paator 


scene.  While  they  celebrated 
survival,  he  sensed  the  voice  of 
God:  ’’That’s  what  I  want  you  to 
do  with  your  life,*  be  remem¬ 
bers  the  voice  sayii^  *I  want 
you  to  spread  My  Word  that 
men  may  live.* 

Baker  knew  he  had  been 
called  to  preach  the  Gospel. 
*That  fire  served  as  the  kpiition 
point  for  me,*  be  says,  when  he 
M  home  and  told  his  wife  be 
had  been  called  to  ministty,  she 
sobbed  sofUy  for  a  while.  Itien 
she  smiled  and  said.  'Fve  been 
knowing  that  for  months.* 

That  was  1964.  The  Bak¬ 
ers  picked  up  and  drove  to 
Fort  Worth,  wmere  he  attended 
Southwestern  Semintiy.  He 
went  on  to  serve  as  pakor  or 
assodate  pastor  of  five  chundi- 
es  in  North  Carolina  and  Vir- 
imiia,  most  receotly  Spring  Hill 
Chuid)  near  his  current  home 
in  Cobbs  Creek,  Va. 

He.  retired  ftom  ftiO-time 
paatoiing  in  1994  but  contiiuied 
to  serve  in  interim  and  pulpit 
suppb  roles. 

nrs  aU  part  of  the  call.’  he 
says.  *1  preKh  the  Bible  and  I 
love  the  tolka.* 

Baker  still  preaches  from 
time  to  time,  particularly  at 
raemorial  services,  for  reia- 
tivea.  He  also  eitfoys  tending 
the  garden  behind  his  house 
where  be  grows  coUards,  kale, 
and  sweet  potatoes. 

If  the  rotaiy  tiller  breaks 
down,  be  remembers  bow  to  use 
a  good  old-feshioned  hoe  to  till 
the  soil  in  the  hot  sun. 

Age  and  medical  issues 
have  slowed  Baker  a  bit  in 
recent  years.  Ruth  died  sev¬ 


eral  years  ago.  'She’s  up  there 
now.'^'he  says  quietly,  pointing 
towwd  heaven. 

His  chiktaen  ftifthfiilK  check 
.  on  him.  and  be  can  hantue  most 
of  his  living  omenses  but  the 
*little  fines,*  as  he  calls  them,  of 
unesqiected  ooais  do  creep  in  — 
needed  medScal  preacriptions, 
shots,  and  the  like. 

•You  don’t  stop  living  when 
you  retire,*  he  says.  "You  still 
nave  the  same  needs.' 

Tliat’s  where  Missioa:  Dwnity, 
a  ministry  of  GuideStone  Kman- 
dal  Resources  of  the  Soutiiem 
Baptist  Convention,  comes  in. 

A  monthly  stipend  ftom  the 
ministry  ensbles  Baker  to  cov¬ 
er  medical  expenses  and  other 
needs  and  keep  the  ‘little  fox¬ 
es*  at  bay.  After  so  many  years 
of  serving  God  and  canng  for 
people,  be  appreciates  the  tan¬ 
gible  way  Southern  Baptists 
now  care  for  him  in  his  twi¬ 
light  ye^. 

Miuion:  Dignity  Sunday 

(MDSunday.org)  was  June  25 
in  the  churches  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention.  It  vvas 
a  day  to  remember  and  honor 
retiiM  ministers,  workers,  and 
their  widows  living  on  low  re- 
tiremem  incomes. 

It  was  also  a  time  to  give 
generously  to  help  the  nearly 
1,800  individuals  and  couplm 
assisted  by  the  miitistty.  About 
seven  million  dollars  is  distrib¬ 
uted  annually,  with  most  of  the 
funding  comiiu  ftom  direct 
ofts  &  individuals,  Sunday 
School  classes,  and  churches. 

Every  doDar  given  provides 
vrett  deeerved  monthly  grants, 
with  none  ol  the  gifts  used  for 
opereting  expenses. 

Mission;  Dignity  continu¬ 
ally  reminds  Baker  of  the 
low  and  care  of  his  Southern 
Baptist  family,  and  that  gives 
him  the  energy  to  bead  out 
to  the  garden  and  plant  some 
more  greens. 

*It’s  a  ministry  that  is  often 
ignored,*  he  says.  The  help  is 
more  than  a  dollar.  It’s  know¬ 
ing  that  somebody  cares.* 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  thf  One  who  is  liic  way,  truth,  and  life. 

simply  sharp  Ihp  lollowinK  pravor  with  Clod 
in  >our  own  words: 
I.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  vou.  <1  hair  sinned.) 
jk  2.  I  want  U)rj>ivpni'ss  (or  my  .ins 

'•  ind  ttppdom  from  eternal  death.  !|  repent.) 

■^*  ^  believe  lesu^  died  and  rose  from  the 
■“  sravc  to  forgive  m>  sins  and  to  restore’ 

^  -  rnv  relationship  with  vou. 

*1,,^  <1  believe  in  Jesus./ 

.  '  4.  Bv  taith,  I  invite  lesus  (  hrisi  into  mv  life. 

from  this  lime  on,  I  want  to  five  in  .i  lovinq  relationship 
with  Him.  U  reicive  1  hrisi  .is  mv  Savior  and  lord.) 
Kill  .1-  Iii.im  .is  re,  ./...rf  him.  U,  th>  m  n,  e.iw  Ih,  ri’.:hl  U,  ho.  ihiUlron  of 
ijod.  oil  n  III  lhio.o  iihii  holioio  m  hi.  ii.iiiie  "  i/o/m  )  /J; 
ll  SUM  make  ,1  ilei  ision  iiir  <  hrisi  liictav.  lonl.iil  a  liii  al  s„ijlherii  jSaplisl  ihorih 

lor  .piritual  qiiidaiue. 


PASTORS 

cont.  from  p.  1 

Whitten  recounted  Charles’ 
pastoral  ministry  experience 
and  commitments  to  the  in¬ 
errancy  ol  Scripture  and  rx- 
positional  preadiing.  *A11  of 
this  has  givra  H.B.  a  vision  of 
virhat  every  Southern  Baptist 
pulpit  can  look  like,  when  we 
make  Jesus  Christ  the  central 
figure  of  our  preaching  and 
the  cross  the  central  factor  of 
our  prea  Jung.* 


SILLS 

cont.  from  p.2 

Whether  the  book  is  a  mis¬ 
sionary’s  complete  Uograpby, 
an  autkiiograjdiy,  or  stoiy  of 
an  event  in  missions  history, 
lessons  can  be  learned  that 
will  benefit  and  offer  counsel 
for  missions  minii^  today. 
Their  stories  certain^  are  not 
authoritative  prescriptioiis  for 
the  wm  missioiis  must  be  con¬ 
ducted  today,  hilt  i  believe  the 
Loid  caused  their  stories  to 
be  preserved  for  us  today  and 
that  we  would  be  w’se  to  learn 
ftom  their  hard-won  lessons. 


There  were  no  other  nomi¬ 
nees,  so  current  conference 
president  Ifove  Miller  adoed  the 
crowd  to  vote  by  standing  and 
cheerily  and  me  au£toriuin 
enmtedm  applause. 

Seve  Swoffbed,  pastor  of 
Fiist  Church  in  Roam^  Texas, 
was  nominated  by  Bart  Barber, 
pastor  of  First  Qmnh  in  Fann- 
ersvQle,  Texas,  to  serve  as  vice 
preridenL  He  was  dected  un- 
om>oaed.  There  were  no  nomi¬ 
nees  fix  secretaiy,  so  Miller  ex¬ 
plained  tiiat  jier  the  rules  of  the 
conference,  incoming  president 
Charles  veould  appoint  one. 


Listen  to  their  counsel, 
because  *being  dead  they  still 
speak*  and  teach  us  today. 

A  former  missionciry.  Sills 
is  currently  professor  of  mis¬ 
sions  and  eultural  anthropol¬ 
ogy  at  Southern  Seminary 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  Reaching  &  Teach¬ 
ing  Intemationcu  Ministries 
(reaehingandteaching.org). 
He  it  also  a  former  pastor 
of  Woodland  Hitts  (fhurch, 
Jackson.  His  commentary, 
adapted  from  the  SBTS  Equip 
website  (eqmpsbts.edu),  ap¬ 
pears  here  courtesy  of  Baptist 
lYiess.  Edited  for  style. 
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TIva  Baptist  IfeooRI  la  ptaasad  to  pubhsh  naws  and 
pnoSograptis  of  iipaeMf  avano  that  taka  piaoa  in  cooparatmo 
otwrohas  of  lha  Mlsslsilppi  Baptist  Convanbon.  Naws  itams 
end/or  phatograptM  daptetino  banaflu  and  setrvitiat  fdr  sacular 
or  outsida  organiratians  wM  not  ba  publishad. 
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graphs  and  otbar  low  resolution  rtems  that  do  not  isprrxluca  well 
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There  m  no  guarantsa  that  naws  itstria  and/or  photographs 
wil  be  publishad.  and  unaolicitad  material  wril  not  be 
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a  Is* 


OF  HO\v 


A  pon^vi  o1  Xrrr  Vttl*0c  Vi<iw  >&  .allocated 
r>.H*h  .'MJh  to  W  o?  '»r  Monrtf  and 
McnH'fy  Mdf'v  QtooO*'  *rtd  nuJtvKluiMs 
«lecLtp  t>av  to  iht5 

irt«i  heiplul 

m«d»u--  fh  •  tf-atura  »s  f»opo*'»dv  de* 
tionor  witU  lave  and  rd* 
»l>ccl  those  who  *irq  and  hovu  l>ecn  >iih- 
CMi  to  'f  SpOCJ^'  IfwfWfc. 


PINE  FOR¬ 
EST  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  IN  COL- 
UNSVIUJE  hosted 
Galactic  Starve^ys 
Vacation  Bible  School 
June  &-9,  20T7  from 
Bam-ll  45am  each 
day  Dunng  VBS. 
the  church  raised 
paper  products  and 
collected  a  daily  of- 
fertr>g  tn  support  of 
the  Baptist  Children's 
Village  Ounng 
comnr>encement 
cmS  Fnday.  Jur>e  9, 
Interim  Pastor  Wayne 
Edwards  and  VBS 
coHlirectors  Keely 
Folioway  and  Mane 
Roberts  presented 
Baptist  Children  s 
Village  Executive 
Drrector  Sean  Milner 
with  a  check  for 
$2,350  30.  as  well  as 
more  than  100  paper 
product  donations 
Bro  Wayne  donncKf 
an  astronaut  suit  dur* 
ing  commertcen  »ent 
after  It  was  revealed 
that  the  boys  lost  the 
'gids  vs  boys'  daily 
offering  challenge  as 
grven  by  the  church 


M«.  Boonic  Kevette 
Ms.  WftaM  Kirt 
AfiagtooBC 
Mr.  Robot  ftoBe 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Pvntb  SMey 

Mn.  Ljm  F.  BnOoc 
llie  Rcaearch  E  Cumndum 
Umi  Staff 

Mr.  Robert  EariKoDe 
Offioen  k  Ptuttrrs 
Bank  k  Trust  Co. 

Ms.  Nancy  Lamb 
Mr.  k  Mn.  Brooks  H.  PcAc.  Jr. 
NeflCCNWt 
JiB  k  Casey  Cfaildreas 
TemHaaldni 
Kirk  Haskins 
Ms.  Hilda  Lay 
Mr.  k  Mr*.  Richard  Lay 
Ma.OuiBMiLi 
BUk)ckSSC.FBCCIiiaon 
Mn.  Mary  Lee  Lynch 
Mr.  k  Mn  Arty  PlnkelberK 
Mr.  Truman  Manoinft 
Jimmie  Uncle.  OpaL  Gertrude 
k  Homer 

Mr.  Rudotph  Massey 
Mr.  k  Mn  Terry'  E.  diampion 
Ms.  Oaudne  Speers  May 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Herman  L  Dunfan 
Mn  Glsdys  MoCrory 
Mr.  k  Mn  Janmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Jofanoy  McLeod 
Mn  Joe  D.  Roberts 
Lt  GoL  James  Howard  Muod 
Mr.  k  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  k  Mn  Tom  k  LiBie  Mae 
Barlow 

Mr.  k  Mn  Kctmeth  B.  Walker 
AubeeyNessu) 

Lucy  Keen  SSC.  Nw  Prospect 


cw»u>* 


Sean  A.  Milner,  Executive  Director 
PO.  B«*  21 

.  CUtinon,  .VIS  390ti(M)0:.>7 
<ti0ii  922.2242 

wiwwi.baptietcli34rcnavSase.com 


Mr  b  Mrs  Mike 
Monroe  of  EAST 
COLUMBIA  BAP 
TIST  CHURCH 
IN  MARION 
COUNTY  grow  arxl 
donated  potatoes  for 
The  BCV  ministry 


Mr.  Robert  A.  *806’  Newnum 
Ms.  Debbie  S.Eldridsr 
Ms.  Mildred  On 
Mount  dhe  BC 
Mr.  kMn.J.V.  Parker 
Mr.  b  Mnu  Mkhae)  W .  Parker 
Mrs.  Martha  Phetps 
Mr  81  Mrs  Mike  Wikaiu  and 
.^jfeev 

M.S  Prenres  Pickett 
Mr.  61  Mn  PatCooprlv 
Mr  Iki*  Pmiry 
Ms.  Tina  Presky 
Mr  Iket'ociper  Preskrv 
Mr  k  PiMtef 

.Mr  Mel  Randrin 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Jlnmiv  Jenkins 
Mr.  Bennie  R.  R<iNxnv 
M'  Am>  Riihar 
bru  fbmiry 

HtJK  .Sprinio  Ik  >'«ith<Jrixj{> 
M’l  .Ann  1>TX«'r  .'Mrnpruwi 
TnppAf  ('arhe  Hewlertixi 
Mrs  Miklmi  Smith 
Dr  k  Mr*  Rfr  W  I¥u|J>dnll 
Ms  RfMT  Marie  Smith 
Tlruley  »C 

Ms  Annie  luotsr  SuOn-an 
Tnnih  Bt' 

M.S  Shea  Sutherland 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  Vv'.  Rerrfnjt.* 
Mr  l.<im  Thomas 
Wade  A  Lifvie  Mc<lkiUiiii 
Ms-  torn  Thfcnlun 
.Mr  k  Mr^  Herman  L  Dunimit 
Mr  TedTutTuY 
Ms  Thelms  Miirxan 
Ms  Betty  I’pton 
.Mr  A  Mm.  lamarOtMTim 
Mr  Rirtrh  Walker 
Re>  A  Mn  Aflra  H.  Mapp 
Mr  Robert  Watts 
Mr*.  HemW  O.  Turner 
M.«  Lilhsn'ler'WinMira 
Mr  A  Mm.  BtDy  Brurwtti 
Mrs  C  P  Wmten 
Arhn|{tnn  BC 
Mr*  KarkneWnotk 
Mm  Dot  (iriffin  ind  PanaK 


Mn  Howard  R  Vsugbn 
Mn.CM.nBy 
Dr.  Larry  R  Day 

Mr.  Cttftia  Cleon  *Buddy'  Deastm 
Wade  A  Lovie  MKAidun 
Mr.  A  Mn.Jun  learh 
McCnnIBr 
Mr  MikrDonaldMMi 
Dr.  k  Mn  Haruld  Ward 
Mi*.  Merle  Easterling 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  Reeie  IXniidas.  Jr. 
Mr*.  Fraxdae  Farmer 
Mr.  k  Mm.  Jiimns  Jenkuu 
father  of  Mr  Divert  D.  Ikurs 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Covert  Hrnn 
Futiieeijf  Mm  Beiiv  C  Henrv- 
Mr  A  .Mm.  ( *mrrt  Hrnrv 
Mr.  VeiXiiS  FiTRiLvin 
Dr  U  Mr*  Hanikl  Ward 
Mr.  lleoe  ftihuo 
Mr.  A  .Mr*.  lTifti»n  Porter 
■Mr  Gienix>  Stephen  Galkiss-av 
.Mr  A  Mm  I'atiithn  GaUnwav 
Mr  SnittOaxhuKhI 
Mr  A  .Mn  Fjwkt  L  Sensgp* 
M.*.  l^eeGnffm 
Mr*  Maryne  M  (inter 
Mr.  Oorjpr  Gunn 
Mr.  k  Mrs  CharW*  W'  Renfriiv* 
Mn  Ama  Lee  Ham 
The  J.  M.  Shoe*.  Jr  FanaK 
Mrv  Charisie  Hammtind 
Mr.  k  Mm  Jimmv  Jenkxru 
Mm.  Reberca  f1ammi>ns 
Mr*.  Herihel  G,  Turner 
Mr  Claude  Hardin  Jr. 

Mr  k  Mr*.  Kodnrv  Bevill 
Mn  Elaine  Henina 
Mr  W.  B  Hemna 
Mr  Clark  Hcmeii 
Ml  k  Mm  Jimmv  .lerJanx 
Mn  Franie*  Hurt 
Mr  k  Mr*  Lam  A.  W  itbanvi 
Mr*  CTtfVtme  Jones 
Mr*.  Herihd  G  Turner  • 

Mn  Edwina  Jordan 
Revem  Farms 


JTtNB  1-S5 


HONORS 


Ms.  Durothy  McC'-anunon 
Turkey  Creek  BC 
Ms.  Jeraakr  McCtannick 
Turkey  (>«ekBC 
Mr.  k  Mn  KOyfKjthy)  Mangold 
Mr.  k  Mn  Kenny  Daiis 
Mn  Bridget  Mnor 
Bobby  k  Chiystette  *nHune* 

Mr.  Jamea  Frank  Si»m 
Ms.  Patricia  Thplett 
Mr*.  Senita  W.  Webb 
Rrs’.  WiBiam  B.  Webh 
Mr.  Scott  Zaefder 
Mr.  .t'tfiMS  RunakiGoudiii 


Jt'NE  I'iS 


Rrv.  H.C  Adams 
Mr.  k  Mrs.'Jimin>  Jenkirw 
Ms.  Jomi  Andrew* 

Ms.  Staae  Tedder 
Aunt,  brother,  and  nephew  of  Mr 
k  Mrs.  PhBlp  Abies 
Mn  Henhel  G.  Turner 
Ms.  Nou  Bailey 
Bovina  BC 

Ms.  Reberca  Baldwin 
Mr.  k  Mn  James  S.  Piktnni 
Mr.  Jkn  Bate* 

Mr.  k  Mn.  Byron  Dean 
Mr.  Eml  Bkockard 
Mr.  k  Mm  CTiaiies  L  (kant 
Janm  R.  BridiQif 
Mn  Bobbie  Brickpm  and 
PMnOv 

Ms  Martha  Aon  Mefaoo  Brown 
MsDebbk&EkMr 
Ms  Oorod^  Brunanci 
MnlhnmrdRVwanhD 
Ms  Maf^Brunaan 


His  Presence  •  Psalm  84 


The  of  'KorA  •uthow  of 
?8«Jai  *4,  >»ould  h«v*  !)««  ^ 

of  the  BOTtotry  of  our  BMKKin  o«y  Ma- 

raoatlui  9Bgtn.  Both  groupe  focuM 
their  wor^pfol  efforts  on  Mtting 
words  snd  music  together  to  desOTbe 
their  love  for  the  House  of  the  Lord 
and  the  Lord  ^  the  House. 

Along  with  Moses  and  Aaron,  the 
sons  M  Korah  were  descended  from 
the  priestly  tribe  of  Levi.  The  sons  of 
Korah  led  wor.  hip  in  the  temple  in 
‘Jerusalem.  They  were  also  designated 
as  keepers  of  the  temple  gates.  First 
Chronraes  9  describes  the  duties  of 
the  gatdteeper. 

Longing  to  be  in  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  in  worship  draws  us  to  a  PTOl- 
cal  plsM  of  worship.  In  the  Old  Tw- 
tament,  the  tent  of  meetlM  was  tjte 

e'ace  vAere  Moses  met  with  (^.  On 
t.  Sinai.  God  gave  Mo^ 
Commandments  as  well  as  Tjlue- 


yary,  the  chnrch  U  oaseh  more  than 
a  building.  Kach  beBever  is  dedi^ 
to  be  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Spirt- 
God  it  with  you.  Yonr  heart  is  His 

S4  is  picture  window  into  Ae 
heart  of  a  searching,  seeking  woisl^ 
per  who  deeply  desires  to  in  tte 
presence  of  the  Lord.  Some  have  ^d 

Uiis  Is  the  story  of  a  pilgrim  who  has  --  - 

been  unable  to  make  we  journo  to  special  nimng  pattern. 

&lSS^for  Suited  Wt  iys.  Based  on  his  love  for 

Ofbatsb^  the  temple, 

auggested  His  soul 

that .  this 


I  love  musk.  This  Fsalm  is  vmtten. 
for  (or  dedicated  to)  the  choir  direc¬ 
tor.  No  one  knows  higher  name.  The 

‘Gittith*  is  mentioned.  No  one  seems 
to  know  if  that  is  the  nsme  of  s  per¬ 
son  or  a  particular  holiday  or  a  place 
name.  Possibly  ‘the  gjttith  was  ^ 
name  of  a  musical  instru^ot.  Tte 
cuitftT  player  in  oit  hopc$  it  might  b© 
some  sort  of  stringed  instrument  or 


Srinu’  for  the  tabernacle  in  the  iwl- 
emess.  Encouraged  by  his  fawr 
Da^  as  guided  by  the  Lord,  King 
Solomon  miUt  the  temple  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  In  the  New  Testament,  John’s 
gospel  tells  us  that  Jesus,  Tlw  Word 
of  ood,  became  flesh  and  dwelt  (^b- 
ernadedO  amoiw  us.  Today,  ^  wor¬ 
ship  together  with  our  church  fami¬ 
lies  insrae  a  physical  structure  we  call 
the  church  building.  Because  of  Cal- 


step  by  step 
journey  of  a 
pilgrimage 
to  the  very 
gates  of  the 
temple  of 
the  Lord- 
Whatever 
your  per- 
spective,  we  are  witnessing  oim  who 
Imows  the  Lord  intimatdy  and  loves 
the  Lord  immensely.  We  are  observ- 
ing  one  who  hat  memorized  the  Jour¬ 
ney  map  and  counted  the  ttepa  along 
U»e  way.  As  we  read  Psalm  84,  we  axe 
privileged  to  be  in  on  a  personal  con- 
veraatioD  between  a  wotshipper  and 
his  Lord.  I  want  to  BE  this  person.  1 
want  to  love  the  Lord  like  that. 


Explore 

wirfi  Becky 


longingly 
yearns  to  be 
there.  His 
heart  and 
his  flesh 
ting  in  joy¬ 
ful  narmony 
to  the  liv- 
i^  God.  He 

loves  the  Lord  from  the  inside  out!  ^ 

he  gazes  at  the  massive  stnicture,  he 
spou  the  nest  of  a  bird  near  the 
crt  sacrifice.  He  vrants  to  be  that  bird! 
He  wants  to  ‘nest’  neat  the  Lord.  Nest 
rhymes  with  rest.  When  he  is  away,  he 
wanU  to  be  there.  When  he  arrives 
there,  he  doesn’t  want  to  leave.  1^ 
you  love  the  Lord  and  the  bouse  of  the 
Lord  like  that?  The  Lord  is  his  SONG. 


Based  on  his  familiarity  with  land¬ 
marks  on  the  path  to  Jerusalem,  ^ 
writer  needs  no  trail  guide.  His  joy- 
filled  heart  is  the  necessary  ftiel  for 
the  journey.  On  his  way  to  Zion,  he 
is  certain  to  pass  through  the  val^ 
of  weeping.  Every  step  is  a  potential 
“cry-sis"  moiiient.  He  moves  from 
strength  to  strength.  The  Lord  is  his 
STR^GTH. 

Based  on  his  respect  and  honor  for 
the  reigning  king  of  Jerusalem,  thia 
writer  oflbrs  prayers  to  the  God  of  Ja¬ 
cob  on  behalf  of  God’s  anointed  ruler. 
Centuries  later,  Jesus  will  be  the  ulti¬ 
mate  Anointed  One  who  will  rule  over 
allkingdoms.  The  Lord  is  his  SUPPU- 
CA-noN. 

Based  on  hie  previous  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  worship  and  service,  this  writ¬ 
er  would  be  content  to  simply  stand 
on  the  threshold  of  the  house  of  Gw. 
He  would  rather  be  there  for  one  (toy 
than  a  thousand  days  at  any  other  lo¬ 
cation.  The  Lord  is  bis  SANCTUARY. 

Sustaining  sun.  Protecting  shield. 
Saving  grace.  Unspeakable  gjory.  Full 
provision.  Trust  rewardw  with  bless¬ 
ing.  The  Lord  is  his  SOLE  SALVA- 
•nON...SELAH. 


Brown  is  sta 
Church,  Kichland 


evangelist.  First 


Share  Christ  •  John  1:35-49 


'You  can  count  the  apples  on  the 
tree,  but  who  can  count  the  apples  in 
a  . seed?*  goes  the  old  aphorism.  'The 
same  tbon^  can  be  captured  in  to- 
da/s  text.  One  peraon  meets  Jeaus  and 
then,  through  a  chain  of  events,  oth¬ 
ers  are  bioui^t  to  satvatioB.  Often,  the 
thought  of  my  own  salvation  grips  my 
heart.  To  think  that  centuries  ago  Jesus 
lived  in  an  ofaecure  comer  of  the  earth 
and  through  a  long  chain  of  events.  His 
story  reined  mv  comer  of  the  earth. 
Someone  loved  Jesus  enough  to  share 
HU  message  with  the  people  that  even- 
-thally  sham  it  with  me.  i  am  grateful 


believe  thU  to  be  John  the  apostle) 
go  and  spend  time  with  Jesus  (1:39) 
snd  discover  the  truth  of  Jesus  for 
themselves.  There  U  no  use  sharing 
a  message  that  you  do  not  believe 
to  be  true.  Andrew  had  to  find  the 
good  news  in  order  to  give  it  away. 
Imagiae  the  opportunity  to  spend 
time  with  Jesus.  What  questions 
these  two  must  have  had  answered. 
The  words  of  Jesus  were  convinc¬ 
ing,  for  from  that  day  forward  all.  we 
know  of  Andrew  was  hU  heart  to  abare 
(Jd  6:8,  12:22). 


John  1  imrds  this  scene  being 
played  out  within  a  smaSet  context. 
John  the  ButUt  was  convinced  that  Je¬ 
sus  vvaa  the  Mrasiih  Two  times  in  this 
chapter  he  U  tecofded  pointing  other 
towards  Jesus  (va.  29.  ^6).  John  has 
disdpies  just  at  Jesus  did  mat  hung  on 
his  every  word.  Two  of  those  followm 
mok  Jo&’t  advice  and  went  to  “behokT 
.Jesus.  Upon  investigating,  they  too  be¬ 
come  convinced  that  Jesua  was  the  Mes¬ 
siah.  The  Ring  of  Israel  bad  appeared 
and  this  was  news  worth  sharing 

‘Worlli  akuuiiMi  wUh  jroaradf 

^  and  anothar  follower  of 

John  (many,  fodndiiig  this  writer. 


Worth 
sharing 
with  your 
family 

(1:40-45) 

Once  the 


ready?  Probably  not.  Andrew  knew 
his  brother,  watts  and  all,  and  refused 
to  overlook  hU  owu  famuy’s  need  for 
the  gospel. 


good  news 
of  Jesus 
roots  itself 
in  Andrew’s 
heart,  hU 
first  response  u  to  share  that  news. 
The  scene  U  moving:  he  looks  at 
home,  at  hU  boat,  perhaps  in  a  lo¬ 
cal  eating  houae.  'Has  anyone  seen 
my  brother,*  he  would  have  asked. 
Jesus  had  turned  out  to  be  a  tiea- 
suK  too  good  to  board  and  the  first 
peraon  Andrew  runs  to  U  hU  broth¬ 
er.  Was  this  because  hU  brother  was 
a  model  dtisen  and  Itoed  for  God  al¬ 


Worth  shsuring  with  others 

^  %ilip*^  the  same  reaction  to  Je¬ 
sus  as  Andrew.  He  too  knows  that  Je¬ 
sus  is  to  be  shared  and  he  seeks  out 
a  skeptical  seeker  in  Nathaniel  (Bar¬ 
tholomew).  Spending  one’s  days  sit¬ 
ting  under  a  ng  tree  (vs.  48)  is  liking 
to  Mtting  around  a  cofiee  shop  in  our 
day  discviss- 
ing  world 
events.  Na- 

^  .  thaniel  Was 

fWr  1  Ilf)  ■  question- 

im  LIIQ  er  who  was 

Anthony  Iroking  for 

'  the  great 
answers  to 
life’s  big 
questions. 
Philip  knew 


this  and  made  a  beerline  to  reveal,  as 
did  Andrew  earlier  in  vs.  41,  *We  have 
found  Him!'  Thia  is  a  jovmus  phrase. 
If  you  were  to  pan  for  gold  and  find  a 
large  nugget  you  would  acream,  ‘Eu¬ 
reka!*  a  the  Greek  eqidvaleut 
for  *We  have  found.*  You  arant  every¬ 
one  to  know  yhur  good  fortnne.  Even 
thoee  who  are  skeptical  and  tainted 
with  prpjudicM  (va.  46). 


livre  It  Oat 

For  any  believer,  living  thia  scene 
out  should  come  natural.  For  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  an  SBC  church,  sharing  Jmus 
should  be  second  nature.  Sadly,  it  is 
not  for  many.  We  face  obstacles  to  our 
evangelism  efforts  and  refuse  to  admit 
that  many  are  of  our  ov^  making  Do 
not  let  the  words  of  Philip  to  Nathan¬ 
iel  be  lost  on  you.  He  would  not  stop 
with  just  an  introduction  to  Jesus.  He 
presented  a  challenge  for  this  man  to, 
"Come  and  see.”  (va.  46b) 

Philip  did  not  ask  Nathaniel’s 
opinion.  He  told  Nathaniel  to  come 
am  meet  Jesus.  Was  that  too  for¬ 
ward?  Did  Philip  not  understand 
modem  outreach  technics  such  as 
life-st]de  evangelism  or  social  media 
invitea?  Perhape  Philip  understood 
something  the  modem  church  has 
long  forgotten  conceraing  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  There  is  a  sense  of  urgency  in 
Philip’s  words,  as  well  as  .Andrew’s 
earlier.  ’These  men  knew  that  fam- 
i^,  friends,  and  anyone  else  they 
encountered  must  meet  Jesus.  'The 
good  Dews  that  they  shared  still  reso¬ 
nates  in  the  heart  of  the  lost  today.  It 
to  just  at  powerful  and  Its  sharing  is 
juat  aa  important. 

Anthoau  is  director  of  the  CoUab- 
orative  ttluionarg  Network,  Oxford/ 
Hoity  Springs. 
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The  Creator  •  Psdim  95 


Our  Psalmut  for  this  week  is  Mister 
Auoitynious  which  points  us  directs 
to  the  True  Author  of  the  Word  of  (Jod. 
The  first  seven  verses  are  a  pleadiiK 
call  to  praise  and  worship  the  Lonf 
The  last  four  verses  quote  the  Author 
and  remind  us  of  the  nistory  of  Israel 
as  they  initiated  their  journey  of  wil- 
deme^  wandering  with  blatant,  re¬ 
bellious,  intentional  disobedience. 

FIRST,  come  together  and  praise 
Yahweh.  Sing  Joyfully  to  him.  Shout 
joyfully  to  the  Rock  of  our  salvation. 
Come  Defore  His  face  (into  His  pres¬ 
ence)  vdth  thaidcsgiving.  Shout  joy- 
fally  to  Him  using  psalms  which  are 
sonn  accompanied  by  instruments. 

WHY?  Our  Lord  is  the  one  true  and 
great  God.  He  is  a  great  King.  All  oth¬ 
er  gods  (little  "g”)  are  made  with  hu¬ 
man  hands  and  are  only  idols.  He  is 
our  Creator.  He  made  this  tiny  pebble 
called  Earth  by  His  word  (in  Genesis) 
and  formed  it  with  His  hands.  He 
made  the  seas,  the  depths  of  which 
even  our  modern  technologies  have 
not  plumbed. 

SECOND,  come  together  to  worship 
the  Lord  and  bow  down  as  we  kneel  be¬ 
fore  our  Maker.  God  is  sovereip  over 
ail  things  and  over  all  pwple.  He  rules 
and  reigns  with  complete  authoriw. 
He  stands  in  the  solitude  of  Himself. 
He  has  no  equals.  He  has  no  rivals.  He 
alone  is  worthy  of  worship  and  praise. 


WHY?  The  Lord  is  our  God  and  we 
are  the  people  of  Hispasture  and  the 
sheep  Of  his  hand.  The  created  ones 
fell  before  the  One  Who  made  them 
and  brought  them  forth  for  worship. 
We  are  not  left  alone  to  fend  for  our¬ 
selves.  lake  sheep,  we  foi'ow  a  great 
and  merciful  Shepherd  who  cares  for 
our  needs  day  aftir  day. 

THIRD,  stop  and  listen  to  the  Lord 
as  He  speaks.  Refuse  to  harden  your 
hearts  against  God.  Remember  the 
way  we 
chndren  of 
Israel  treat¬ 
ed  God  and 
Moses,  the 
servant  and 
friend  of 
God.  From 
four  hun¬ 
dred  years 
of  bondage 
in  Eot*. 

God  delivered  His  people  as  He  had 
promised  Abraham  through  binding 
covenant.  Signs,  wonders  and  plagues 
finally  got  the  attention  of  Pharaoh 
and  his  advisors.  The  people  of  Cod 
Were  broi^t  to  safety  through  the 
Red  Sea.  They  receiveo  manna  in  the 
morning  and  quails  in  the  evening  by- 
God's  special  delivery  service.  In  spite 
of  all  God  had  accomplished  and  pro¬ 
vided  for  them,  they  remained  grum¬ 


bling  mumblers  and  mumbling  grum¬ 
blers.  So  sad.  So  typical.  So  it  is,  still 
today... 

WHY?  The  people  of  God  had  a 
terminal  heart  condition.  They  were 
"errorists"  from  the  inside  out.  Their 
hearts  were  not  truly  devoted  to  the 
God  of  their  deliverance  and  their 
provision.  Shortly  after  the  miracle 
of  the  parting  of  the  Red  .Sea  (Kxodu.s 
14),  the  people  arrived  at  a  place  in  the 
wilderness  that  had  no  water  (Exodus 
17).  After 
all  God  had 
done,  auda¬ 
ciously  they 
quarreled 
and  ques¬ 
tioned  if  He 
was  even 
with  them 
at  ail.  What 
an  affront 
to  the  Lord 

of  their  deliverance!!  The  place  was 
named  Mas.sah  (question)  and  .Merib- 
ah  (quarrel).  Goo  used  Moses  to  per¬ 
form  another  miracle.  Water  poured 
from  the  rock  of  Mt.Horeb  (Sinai). 

Their  ears  were  closed  when  they 
should  have  been  open.  Their  mouths 
were  open  when  they  should  have  been 
closed.  Their  hearts  were  hard  and 
cold  when  they  should  have  been  pli¬ 
able  and  receptive.  Such  gross  disohe- 
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with  Becky  Brown 
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Encourage  One  Another  •  Acts  1 1:1 9-26 


The  petition  I  serve  offers  a  unique 
opportunity  to  see  all  parts  of  church 
lire.  Some  of  the  reports  I  hear  are 
not  too  uplifting.  Pastors  are  too  busy. 
Churches  are  too  empty.  Baptisms  are 
in  decline.  Such  news  can  serve  a  as  a 
catalyst  for  gloom.  Yet  there  arc  mo¬ 
ments  of  joy  when  a  church  family 
seems  to  be  doing  what  God  intended 
them  to  do.  Thoae  reports  serve  as  a 
source  of  encouragement  and  they  hap¬ 
pen  more  than  you  know. 

In  today’s  text,  a  member  of  the  early 
church  was  able  to  be  a  part  of  one  of 
tho«  joyous  reports.  Joseph  was  known 
as  an  encouraging  soul  within  the 
church.  Acts  4:36  says  that  he  was  such 
a  giver  that  the  early  church  nicknamed 
him  “Barnabus,"  vrhich  means  son  of 
encouragement.  Ever  thought  about 
what  Mlow  chun-h  members  would 
nickname  you  if  given  the  chance?  T'his 
man  had  a  large  heart  and  that  fact  let! 
to  him  being  sent  as  an  cini.ssar>  to 
areas  vsest  of  Israel  to  investigate  the 
growth  of  the  early  church.  Wnat  he 
found  was  pure  encouragement. 

People  were  following  Chri.st 
(v8.  tq-ai) 

The  last  part  of  vs.  20  says  that  as  the 
early  ebnren  was  scattered,  they  went  to 
new  places  and  were  “preaching  Christ .“ 
Aa  tne  story  of  Jesus  was  .spreading, 
people  vsere  responding.  This  work  of 
evangelism  was  being  reported  all  the 


way  back  in  Jeru.salem,  spurning  Barn¬ 
abus’  investigative  trip.  Wlial  encour¬ 
agement  he  must  have  felt  upon  discov¬ 
ering  that  the  mes^e  of  Jesus  that  he. 
heard  was  now  being  accepted  by  oth¬ 
ers.  Tbe  death  of  Stephen  had  brou^t 
persecution  (vs.  iq)  and  because  of  Inal 
wrsecution  the  good  news  was  spread¬ 
ing.  Surely  this  brought  encouragement 
to  the  larger  early  church  membership. 

People  were  growing  in  Christ 
(vs.  22-24) 

.New  converts  were  now  spread  out 
fn.m  Jeru- 
salei.'  and 
needed 
i  n  s  t  r  .1  c  - 
lion.  Wtu.* 
a  visitor 
to  receive 
but  the  one  g, 
known  for 
his  encour- 
agement? 

Barnabus 

instructs  them  to  grow  in  their  walk 
with  Jesus  by  “remaining  faithful 
with  steadfast  purpos<-.“  (vs.  2;))  Barn.i 
bus  understixid  that  the  conversion  was 
not  the  finish  line  of  the  (ihristian  walk 
but  the  beginning.  Once  these  people 
believe  in  Jesus  he  knew  that  their  lives 
were  mark^.  Tlie  persecution  that  is 
mention  earlier  (vs.  19)  was  now  go¬ 
ing  to  include  them  as  well  Their  pur 


pose  was  now  wrapped  up  in  knowing 
•Vsias  and  making  Him  known  to  those 
around  them.  Thev  were  encouraged' to 
never  wain  from  that  one  pun>ose. 

People  were  serving  Christ 
(vs.  25-2b) 

Now  that  these  (xsiple  have  been  ion  - 
verted  and  s<*eing  that  their  sanclitka 
turn  process  had  tH-gtin.  Barnabus  knew 
that  other  voices  of  encouragement 
were  iierHled.  What  U-tter  voice  than 
that  of  the  new  eonvert  Saul'^  Here  was 
a  man  with  the  intelligence  to  an'wci 
their  que- 
tions  and  the 
resolve  to 
(ace  .inv  level 
of  [x-rsecii 
lion  Saul 
h.ni  ni.itn 
.iveiiues  lull 
.)!  eiieoiu 
.1  g  e  in  e  11  1 
on  w.bii  h  to 
-erve  these 
jieople  .Sjuirs  presence  was  -o  neciied 
th.it  we  are  told  that  B.miahus  iixjk  11 
ills  own  lime  and  effort  to  -eanh  loi 
."saul  in  Tarsus.  |vs.  2",) 

\  year  was  sp<-nt  te.achuij;  Ihesi-  new 
converts  in  the  way  ot  Christ  (vs.  20) 
This  investment  of  .i  vearlong  seiumarv 
islucation  would  serve  to  eneoiirage 
two  groups  First,  the  leirners  Whal 
w’ouIg  vou  ask  tile  Vpo'.tle  l*aul  I'l  ev 


Studies  for  Life 

with  Cla\-  Anihon\ 


dience  would  not  go  unnoticed  by  Holy- 
God.  That  whole  generation  would 
perish  during  the  forty  years  of  wilder¬ 
ness  w-andermg.  Two  men,  Joshua  and 
Caleb,  followed  the  laird  fully.  They 
would  be  the  only  ones  to  enter  Ca¬ 
naan.  the  land  of  promised  rest. 

This  anonymous  worshiPleader 
calls  us  to  evaluate  our  w-orshiPos- 
ture  as  we  consider  our  w-orsbiPiir- 
pose.  The  One  True  God/Sovereign 
Creator  deserv-es  our  complete  foigis 
and  honor  as  we  come  into  His  pres¬ 
ence  in  worship  and  in  prayer  and 
in  praise.  KneiOing  as  we  bow  down 
helps  us  to  offer  ourselves  to  the  Lord. 
We  always  depart  having  received  the 
greater  blessing. 

Christmas  198H  was  spent  in  Israel 
with  my-  folks  who  were  missionar¬ 
ies  there  with  the  International  Mis¬ 
sion  Board.  On  Sabbath  morning,  ray 
dad  preached  from  Psalm  q.'j.  1  had 
the  precious  privilege  of  singing  for 
that  worship  service.  My-  outline  for 
that  message  described  two  groups  of 
people:  Singers  and  Strayers.  Singers 
rejoice  to  worship.  Strayers  refuse  to 
worship.  That  day,  I  determined  to  be 
a  worship  leader,  .After  deeper  study, 
I  want  to  be  a  worship  pleader  like 
Mister  .Anonymous. 

Hrou'n  is  staff  evangelist.  I'irst 
Church,  Richland. 


K'  it  given  the  chance?  How  much 
■  kiiowlvtlgc  could  vou  learn  in  a . 
year's  time  studying  vvith  the  one  that 
wrote  half  of  the  New  restainenl?  .S«‘i - 
ond.  this  report  as  well  made  it  back  in 
Jernsalem  Tlie' iiieiniKTs  ol  the  early 
cliiirch,  including  the  .A|Mislles,  would 
have  heard  how  the  teaihiiig  ol  .lesu^ 
had  spread  ami  taken  root  ITieir  work 
amt  live-  were  not  lor  naught. 

l.iveltOut 

lasik  .iroimd  >001  ehureh.  Who  is 
it  ibere  that  needs  em-i-.uagemenVin 
their  w.-ilk  with  lesiis?  Kvervone  ha-  a 
story  and  m.inv  liitn-s  that  story  ba-  it- 
glcMimv  p.irt-  Investigate  these  storii-s  - 
and  bow  sou  can  help.  Start  a  ministiv 
ol  emoiiriigeiiient  right  where  you  ,iie 
liM-.iled  Aom  ehiiri-li  need- you 

Within  voor  rbiirch.  is  there  one 
that  vou  eonld  nickname  "Fmoiir.m 
er?"  Who  I-  it  that  you  wouM  lalx-i  .1-  .1 
Bainabn-  to  voiir  hiilli  lamilv'/  It  iher- 
IS  not  one.  goes,-  who  call  Is-  one^  Aoo 
Inve-i  in  the  lives  aroiiiid  yon  Sent» 
eiti/en- itiakc  g'MKi  a  B.irnahns  hut  neeil 
■  me  liMi  .SingTi-  mothers'''  lien-  Iroin 
broken  lioiiies''  Children  with  ab-eti 
lis’  p.irents?  Your  p.iMot?  We  all  ms-d 
encoiirageniciit  l-'.verv  church  need-  .1 
Harnabits  .. 

Anthtniu  is  t/neiro.  o(  the  Callah 
orurree  .Vfi-siimorg  Velieork,  Ov/oril 
llallg  Springs 
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Messengers  pass  resolutions  in  Phoenix 


PHOe«X  (BP)  -  Messengere  to  die  2017 
Soi^ieni  Ba|)iiat  ConvcntioD  (SBC)  an- 
mial  ineetiiK  pMMd  resohdioas  June  13 
eepentii«  ofjn^ierieaanes*  and  cdlwK  for 
iniden  to  pni(2k«  bfliUcal  morality,  bobfc 

deciding  late  at  niiM  to  vote  June  14  on  a 

previooiK-ralected  pcofMaal  deoouncuig 
ttie ‘ah-ngbr  movemeOL 

Tte  approved  mohitioDs  covered 
aasne  taot^aitton  tbeoloDcal  and  moral 
iaeuea,  but  the  ptopoaed  reaohition  on 
the  'bright*  —  a  movement  that  ai;^ 
porta  white  natmoaham  —  garnered  the 

(IKMt  attCDtkXL 

•  TteReaoiuliomCaaunitteecfaoaenatto 
out  tte  ptopoaal  to  meaaengefs.  An 


■  denounced  Flaoned  Paiendiood^a 
*101010181  agenda  and  pwktices,*  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  uignm  aD  govonment  deftmdine 
and  oommSing  w  Etfaks  &  Rehnous 
Liberty  CommiaaicHi  (ERIC)  for  making 
federal  removal  of  money  fer  tiK  country’s 
leading abortkm  providers  priotity  in  its 


However,  die  cranmiljBe  iepoiive^_ 
duihig  the  evening  and  asked  the  Cbm^' 
tee  on  Onfer  at  Buaiiieas  far  time  June  14 
to  preaent  a  new  ah-ri^  reaokitiaa,  cfaiel 
paniainentaiian  Barry  MoCaity  told  mes- 
soigera.  The  Ocanmittee  on  Older  of  Buai' 
neaa  approved,  MoCSi^  said.  Measengers 
dienapproveddiereaoiutionsunammouB- 
ly  or  neatly  unanimously. 

Meaaengen  also  voted  in  favor  of  all  nina 
reaoiutioas  tfa^  received  from  die  commit¬ 
tee  with  unammous  or  nearly  unanimcaa 
votes.  In  dwae  leaoiulionB,  messengers: 

■  Confessed  aa  sin  any  laife  cf  prq«> 
and  called  00  Southern  Ba^itfals  to  soanm , 
to  aa  leapt  w  mhuilra  a  dv  Of  prayer  ar  i 
ra^dar  featmg  aa  tiiey  are  aide,  as  weD  t  a 
pafefamloaodtonenitrevtvaliiiidtbesj' 
vatkai  of  millonB  «  pecxde. 

■  expceased  gratitude  far  laoderc  ivho 
live  oonalMendy  iDoctl  Uvea,  urged  aD  lead¬ 
er  to  abide  by  GocTf  moral  stmdards,  and 
pledged  prayer  far  the  oounliy’a  leaders  to 
resist  teimamiofi. 

■  ceamnneddKdoctrineafpenalsub- 
sdtutfanaiy  atooemeid  —  wbtcfa  agys  Jesus 
took  upon  Himaeif  in  Hb  death  the  divine 
punisinnent  due  dmias  — ‘aa  die  bumhig 
core  of  the  Goapd  mtmge  and  the  only 
hope  of  a  faOen  race.’ 


■  ctfled  far  Southern  Baptists  and 
other  ChriadaM  not  to  participate  *01  the 
ein  of  gMnhHne,'  enootsaged  pastors  and 
coovention  leaders  to  oontiiaie  to  teach 
Southern  Baptists  about  the  deoeptiveness 
of  gimhlinB,  and  uigsd  government  at  all 
le>^  to  haSstate-siwmored  gambling. 

■  urged  Southern  Bqitisfe  to  may  far 


efibfts  wi&  oolte  students  and  streog^ 
en  the  rektiona^  between  patachunh 
cs  mMS  minietiies  and  local  duBcbes. 

■  voioed  gratitude  to  God  on  die  sooth 
I  mivetsaty  of  die  Protestant  Refannatioo 
ix  its  courageous  leaders  and  urged  le- 
r  aninitinert  to  its  cooyictioiiawhae.adyp- 

adngibriS^biBlibeity  far  aH 

■oiferedfiiaiiksontheioodianniver- 
auy  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee  and 
-ommended  the  entity  for  its  momotion 
jf  the  Cooperative  Program,  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  unined  giving  pun. 

■  Expressed  gratitude  to  God,  aa  vaell 
as  Soutnem  Baptists  in  the  Pho«iix 
area  and  all  others  who  helped  with  this 
year’s  meeting. 

Reporting  the  resolutkm  on  prayer 

as  the  fiiat  matter  for  - 

messengers  to  consid¬ 
er  was  sqmificant,  said 
Barrett  Duke,  reaohi- 
tiona  coanmittee  chair¬ 
man,  In  a  news  confer¬ 
ence  afterward.  Ihat 
resolution  included 
some  *vefy  naecific 
language’  tor  South- 
em  Baptists,  he  said. 

Wbra  asked  by  a 

reporter  about  the  absenoe  of  U.S.  Presi¬ 
de  Donald  Trump’s  ueme  from  the  res¬ 
olution  on  moral  leadetship,  Duke  sa^ 
There  was  no  need  to  single  out  Prandent 
Trump  or  anyone  dse.  We  simply  believe 
the  resotutioo  stands  on  its  own  without 


APPROVED  —  Messengers  raise  their  ballots  June  14.  to  approve  a  request  by 
the  Resolubons  Committeo  to  present  a  resolution  on  'the  anti-Gospel  ah-righ: 
white  supremacy  movetnont'  on  June  14.  on  the  last  day  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  annual  meeting  at  the  Phoenix  Convention  Center.  (BP  photo) 


bringing  particular  characters  into  it* 
Trump's  multiple  marriages  and  pest 
actions  toward  and  oomnients  ifaout 
women  were  subjects  of  concern  among 
Sotttbem  Bapt^  and  others  during  the 
2016  U3.  presidential  dection,  although 
many  Souuiem  Baptist  diuitdi  membeis 
voted  him  in  November. 

RegtidiK  the  measure  on  gambling, 
Duke  said  looked  back,  aiu  we  no¬ 
ticed  dial  we  never  in  toe  have  actu¬ 
ally  labeM  gambling  as  a  sin  in  that  kind 
ofomlicit  wiy.’ 

ERLC  President  Russell  Moore  de¬ 
scribed  the  leaolutiao  on  penal  substitu- 
tfanaiy  atonemeiit  as  'wry  well-worded, 
reflecting  the  viewpoint  of  the  Baptist 
Faito  ft  Message  [the  SBCs  statement  of 
fahfa]  and  in  a  context  where  penal  substi- 
tutionary  atonement  has  been  the  subject 
of  a  hot  debate  in  recent  years.' 

He  told  repoiteto  it  was  a  *veiy  appro¬ 
priate  word  fe  this  convention  to  to 
me  fact  that  we  bdieve,  as  the  book  of  Ro¬ 
mans  teaches,  that  God  is  both  just  and  the 
justifier  of  the  one  who  has  fw  in  Jesus 
through  the  atoning  SBoiflce  of  Qu^' 
AitCT  the  apnrovai  of  all  nine  resolu¬ 
tions,  Texas  pastor  uwight  McKissic 


moved  to  bring  his  proposal  on  the  ah- 
rigfat  movement  to  messengers.  McKissic. 
pastor  d  Cornerstone  Church  in  Arling¬ 
ton,  asked  that  toe  SBC  *would  go  on  re¬ 
cord  to  abate  darkness  that’s  invading  our 
nation  right  now.* 

Many  *ah-righi’  membeis  claim  to  be 
Soutoeiii  Baptists,  he  said 

McKissic  s  motion  failed  to  receive  toe 
two-thirds  majority 
required  In  explain¬ 
ing  w)^  toe  commit¬ 
tee  did  not  report  out 
McKissic's  resolution, 

Duke  told  reporters  af¬ 
terward  that  the  panel 
spent  a  number  of 
hours  considering  the 
proposiU  'before  we  fi- 
nalh- said  we  just  didn’t  mckissK 
see  a  way  that  we  could 
sp^  to  the  multiple  issues  that  were 
raised  in  that  resolution  in  a  way  toat  we 
feh  would  be  constructive.' 

Duke  said  the  committee  agreed  wito  the 
resolution’s  poiirt  on  tao^  but  thought 
that  aixl  otiiCT  ‘dements  (in  the  propo^J 
already  had  been  addrewed  rewntiy’  in 
Souths  Baptist  life. 


‘Historic’  LGBT  protest  fizzles  at  annual  meet 


CROSSING  PATHS  -  A  mMasnger 
(Mt)  to  the  2017  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Beptist  Convention  m  Phoenix 
talka  on  June  13  to  a  protester  with 
l%rth  In  America  outsida  the  Phoanw 
Convention  Center  (BP  pholol 


PHOENIX  (BP  and  local  repom)  -  A 
protest  tort  an  LGBT  (Lesbi^  Gay,  Bi- 
aexual,  TimnaRender)  advocacy  iroup 
had  billed  aa  ^liatoric'  was  hardfy  no¬ 
ticeable  on  the  openiirt  day  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convenaon  (SBC)  annual 
meeting  in  Phoenix,  bystanders  said. 

About  50  people  appeared  to  join  in 
Faith  in  America’s  (FIA)  protest  ask¬ 
ing  the  SBC  to  remove  nomosexuality 
and  tranagenderism  firom  the  'sin  list.^ 
’They  distributed  flyers  and  engaged 
measengers  in  conversation  outsiw  tlie 
Phoenix  Convention  Center  before  dis¬ 
banding  around  1  pan.,  byrtandrrs  told 
Baptist  Press  (BP).  Ihe  exact  number 
of  protesters  was  difficuh  to  juc^,  aa 
tb^  were  separated  in  groups  of  two  or 
so  and  blenoed  in  wito  paasersby,  wit¬ 
nesses  said. 

FIA  flyers  incorporated  the  SBC 
2017  logo  and  language  without  per- 
misaion.  reading 'For  such  a  time  aa 
this:  Save  yOur  KidsI*  followed  the 
'Pray  few  Such  a  ’Hme  as  This*  annu¬ 
al  meeting  logo.  ’The  aimual  meeting 
Scriptures  Luke  11:1  and  Esther  4:14 
were  clearly  visible. 


In  addition  to  protesters,  an  FIA  mo¬ 
bile  billboard  continued  to  quietly  circle 
the  block  atoacent  to  the  convention 
center’s  Nortn  Hall,  where  the  annual 
meeting  was  held.  The  billboard  cited 
a  statistic  that  40K  of  homeless  teens 
in  the  U.S.  are  LGBT,  and  invited  mes¬ 
sengers  to  a  flee  meal  a  6:30  p.m.  at  tlie 
nearby  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel. 

Chas  Rowland,  pastor  of  Bovina 
Cburcfa,  Bovina,  in  a  Faoebook  post  de¬ 
scribed  >iis  encounter 
with  a  [nolestor  on  his 
way  inidde  the  build- 
ing*While  walking  into  ff 
die  convention  center,  gt 
day,  one  of  the  protest-  -. 

ers,  approached  me.  ./  .  j; 
We  talked  for  about  15  >  v 
minutes.  By  die  time 
our  conversation  was 
over  about  three  to  four  ROWLAND 
news  cameras  had  gath¬ 
ered  and  were  flbming  our  conversation. 

'I  told  Clay  and  those  Mthered 
around  and  those  watching  the  video 
flora  the  cameras  about  Jesus  and  His 
kwefor  us,  and  the  image  of  God  in  him 


and  every  other  individual,  and  how  we 
can  be  reconciled. to  Him.  1  told  him  the 
most  knine  thing  1  can  do  is  tell  my.kids 
w^t  die  Bible  says,  just  like  I  was  telling 
liim  the  truth  out  ofiove  and  not  )iate. 

‘It  was  a  good  conversation,  day  soft¬ 
ened  as  we  talked  and  listened  a  tot  more 
than  I  expected.  He  is  a  nice  young  man, 
but  he  needs  Jesus.  I  pray  Clay  heard  the 
truth,  repents  of  his  sm,  and  trusts  in  Je¬ 
sus.  Before  I  left,  I  prayed  for  Clay  .‘ 

FIA  markets  itself  as  a  noh-pn>(it 
group  fourided  in  2006  ‘to  end  decades 
and  centuries  of  using  religioiLs  teachings 


innuermng  media  and  faith  commimity 
narratives  on  religion  and  sexuality.’ 

In  a  May  31  press  release  prior  to  the 
annual  meeting.  FIA  co-founder  and  co- 
clirtr  Mitchell  Gold  said  it  would  be  a 
“historic  moment.' 

This  is  not  aliout  conflict  and  divi¬ 
sion.  It  is  about  speaking  the  truth,  and 
standing  up  for  our  kids  and  teens  being 
hurt,'  he  said  in  May.  ‘It  is  also  about 
fintong  common  gmimd  around  our 
children  and  youth 


